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…”Therefore God highly exalted Him and bestowed upon Him the name that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God.” Philippians 2: 9-11
Friends,
As we approach Easter, I have a feeling that our usual celebration will be tainted this year. Gathering together with
the joy of new life, blooming lilies, excited children and triumphant praises is likely not going to happen. We will
probably continue to live stream our worship service and celebrate remotely. I am so disappointed not to be with
you each week of Lent; and even more disappointed not to share in this once-a-year alleluia and thanksgiving
spectacle! All to the glory of God!
The reality of this virus is setting in and it’s a challenge to live our lives while taking precautions that will keep us safe
and healthy. There are so many unknowns that make every day difficult: How do we plan? Will income continue?
Will public places ever reopen? When can children return to school and how much time will they have lost
progressing to the next grade? Or graduation? Are we eventually going to be on lockdown? We realize that what is
recommended now could become mandated to save lives, and the economic consequences for families and
especially the most vulnerable, are already incalculable.
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We are having to live into a new norm. It is disorienting and stressful. It is inconvenient and many are fearful.
Businesses and schools have transformed overnight. Children are home, requiring adjustments. People are out of
work with uncertainty about future paychecks. Social distancing measures may be needed for an unknown length of
time.
How do we proclaim “He Is Risen” in this current culture of anxiety, disease and death? Everywhere we hear the
preventative suggestions to roll up our welcome mats, lock our doors and hunker down for the long haul. Food and
paper goods at grocery stores are being ransacked and stockpiled. How is the good news going to permeate a
society in panic mode? Are we fools?
Yes, we are. Christians always have been. Our calling has not changed but it may look different in the days ahead.
While physical health requires social distancing in a pandemic, our spiritual health can’t let that lead to social
isolation. Even living more alone, we must find new ways to be together. No physical contact forces us to find
creative, practical ways to turn toward each other in better and deeper ways. That is our ongoing vocation. Jim
Wallis said in a recent Sojourners article, “Leaning into love and learning what it really means to love our neighbors
in this crisis will be crucial to our collective health and survival.”
Loving our neighbors…hmmmm, we know about that. Love casts out fear…yes. For God so loved the world…oh
yeah, God gave us His Son. Jesus faced death, too. He was alone and afraid. But He suffered through…He
endured…He died. And then? He overcame, He conquered, He won. He loved. We can, too. Difficult though it is
right now, we can, too.
In grace, Cathy
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Session News
The Session has been meeting each week for updates about the virus and what is needed to keep
our church family and friends safe. It was decided to cancel all activities and worship at the church
through the month of March. Worship will continue to be live streamed from the sanctuary unless
other arrangements need to be made. Many thanks to David Friberg, Kevin Ford and family,
Caroline Dale, Ken Waddell and Beverly Steyn for participating and lending invaluable support to
make this happen.
The Session also agreed to pay our part-time employees 75% of their hourly wage during this time
when they are not working at the church. This is the only source of income for some of our parttime staff. We also discussed online giving and ways to make that more user friendly. Please
continue to support the work and ministry of Second with your offering! You can also designate
additional giving to the Deacons or Pastor’s Discretionary Fund to make resources available for
emergency situations. We encourage the use of Zoom, Facebook and other internet apps to stay
connected and see each other!
Our Session and Deacons are also calling members and friends and sending notes of
encouragement. Their leadership and care is much appreciated and your prayers for them valued.
Session 2020 / Elders
Charly Brown
Emily Cammon – Clerk
Matt Carbone
Natasha Condra
Paul Hesselink
Jonathan Hunter
Scott Miller
Mike Morrison
Les Ourth
Rick Rushworth
Beverly Steyn
Betty Whitaker
Board of Deacons 2020
Chuck Boyd
Patsy Brown
Barbara Bye
Robby Carney
Cathy Lamb
Nancy Snodgrass

Committees 2020
Budget / Finance
Sandy Franklin
Bobbie Martin
Mike Morrison
Rick Rushworth
Building & Grounds
Kevin Condra
Natasha Condra
Gary Maynard
Scott Miller
Rick Rushworth
Peter Steyn
Christian Education
Paul Hesselink
Diane Justice
Suzanne Rushworth
Mission
Martha Huskins
Nancy C. Johnson
Les Ourth

Outreach & Marketing
Patsy Brown
Matt Carbone
Susan Lipford
Ann O’Connell
Bill Shipley
Nancy Snodgrass
Personnel & Office
Johnathan Hunter
Scott Miller
Bill Simmons
Beverly Steyn
St Matthews Shelter
Les Ourth
Rick Rushworth
Betty Whitaker
Worship
Debbie Barnes
Dr. Kevin Ford
Sandy Franklin
Beverly Steyn

“During this trying time for our the Body of Christ, please
remember to help in maintaining His ministry as part of
your day-to-day financial management. We regret that
we are unable to make collections during services where
physical presence and proximity cannot take place.
However, church members have alternatives in fulfilling
their pledge commitments. Feel free to write a check
and mail it to the following address:
Second Presbyterian Church
700 Pine Street
Chattanooga, TN 37402

In the interest of continuous improvement, Finance
Committee is working on some other on-line giving
alternatives, including PayPal, Venmo, or the “Give Now”
button on our Breeze database software. Our work
includes verifying the church’s accounts and making sure
that these software products will comply with Second
Presbyterian’s system of financial record-keeping and
control. Those alternatives are not yet available, but we
will provide more information about these alternatives as
soon as we have completed our vetting process.

While we are not meeting physically, we continue to
Feel free to enclose the check in your offering envelope if keep the doors of our office open and to support many
you wish. Avoid sending cash by mail. You can also use important programs to continue Christ’s work in
Chattanooga, such as our entire portfolio of Mission
the “Donate Today” link on the Church’s website,
services, which are seeing more needs than ever.”
https://www.secondpreschattanooga.org/, to donate
electronically. Bear in mind that after you have given
Michael A. Morrison, PMP, Chair
using this link, you will most likely get some incorrect
Budget,
Finance, and Stewardship Committee
feedback that your gift did not happen. Check with your
own bank software after 24 hours to verify your
donation.

ANNOUCEMENTS

An Open Letter from the Moderator of Presbyterian
Women, Suzanne Rushworth
Remember: “The Lord Himself goes before you and
will be with you; He will never leave you nor forsake
you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.”
Deuteronomy 31:8

With this verse in mind, please continue reading—
Circle will not meet in April. The May meeting will be
determined later. PW Sunday is something that will
also be decided later too. We will support the decision
of our Session regarding worship and gatherings at the
church.
This is a unique time in our Country’s history for all of
us. As we adjust to social distancing, working and
worshiping from home and sheltering in place, I want
to remind you that - God Is Near!

He is where you are! As I told my high school Sunday
School class in a letter recently—the Church is not a
building! The Church is the people! PW is no
different—even in light of this national emergency. As
crazy as this may sound PW can come together even
when staying a part! How amazing is that?
Here is how I suggest we do it! Our commitment to
Bible Study, Prayer and Missions. I have included
specific ways we can continue to focus on these
commitments during this challenging time. Participate
as much as you feel lead to participate. Feel free to
share with others.
My prayer for each of us is to continue to grow closer
to Our Lord Jesus Christ, to move forward in our Faith
Journey and support others through prayer and what I
am calling “distance outreach” which includes phone
calls, text messaging, facetime, Facebook, emails,
letters and cards.
May you and I be blessed in the coming weeks as we
come together while staying apart! It’s a God thing
and with God nothing is impossible! What great news
is that!!!
Trusting Him.
Suzanne

We can be there for each other—at a distance!
Bible Study
Read and study the Bible Lesson 8 “Speaking
Truthfully” and Lesson 9 “Don’t fixate on what you
don’t have”. When we do meet again we will look at
these lessons together. Also let me encourage you to
read the entire book of Matthew! It will take you from
the birth of Jesus, through His ministry, to the foot of
the Cross and His resurrection. At Lent and Easter
time, I believe it will enhance your experience during
this special season of the church.
Prayer
It is important that we individually and collectively
pray for the World, our Country, the Church and our
families. If you have a prayer concern you can call me
(423-267-5451) or another PW. Prayer over the phone
is powerful. Also, we can each pass prayer concerns to
those we know and ask them to pray. I will keep Rev.
Meyer aware of needs and concerns—but you can do
the same.
I would like for us as PW to “Pause and Pray”
each day. I am suggesting at 12:00 noon. Set your
alarm or put a note on the fridge. Stop where you are
and join together in prayer with PW.
It doesn’t have to be a long prayer but as you
know from my “View from the Pew” - I believe Prayer
is powerful for helping us focus and take time to talk
to God. He is listening! If 12:00 noon doesn’t work—
just take time each day to pray.
Mission-Distance Outreach
Take time to CONNECT / RECONNECT.
Jesus shows us by his actions that relationships were a
very important part of his ministry (Mission). As PW,
our relationship is vital to our connection as Believers
and those around us.
SO—Call someone—talk and share
Send a card or letter.
Text, email, use Twitter, Facetime or Facebook.

Soup and Study
Our wonderful Soup and Study series got interrupted with the church closing, such a bummer! We were able to
gather on two Thursday evenings to enjoy wonderful homemade soups (thanks to Tom and Kim Tyler, Rick and
Suzanne Rushworth, Barbara Bye and Norm Oien, John and Nancy Johnson) and begin looking at Matthew 25. Cathy
led us in thinking about our mission in general and Matthew 25 specifically; and Paul Hesselink gave us a fun and
insightful look at Matthew 25 in the context of the entire gospel of Matthew. Great! We missed hearing from Steve
Justice and Suzanne Rushworth who were also going to teach. And we missed hearing from Tom Bagley about who
is in our community and what needs are out there. We will invite him to share that important information at
another time. Thanks to our Christian Education Committee for sponsoring this event…and to those who attended
and offered some creative, helpful reflections.

Work Offering
Amanda Smothers, 423-432-3072, is offering to do errands (groceries, pharmacies, etc.) for those who do not want
to leave home at this time. She is requesting $15.00 for one stop, $20.00 for more that one. Please contact Amanda
if you would like to arrange this service.

Pastor Nominating Committee UPDATE
During these incredibly difficult times, our committee continues to stay the course to elect our next pastor. We are
meeting via online and conference calls to discuss our action plans. Even though, not being able to meet face to face,
we’re staying on track to plan our resolve. Thank you for trusting the process and faith in this committee. God bless
to all

Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and concern for our churches and communities, the 2020 Spring Gathering of
Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of East Tennessee scheduled for Saturday, April 25, is postponed. As of now
the gathering will be held on Saturday, May 30, at Farragut Presbyterian Church. We regret the postponement and
sincerely hope you will be able to join us in May.

PayPal Church Donation
There is now a PayPal Donate button on the first page of the website at
www.secondpreschattanooga.org.
You can now click that button and have another way to make your donations to
Second Presbyterian Church.

Anniversaries

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat

12

David & Marcia Kling

22

Chuck & Dona Boyd

27

John & Margaret

4

April Birthdays
5

6

7

8

PALM SUNDAY
Worship Online at
11:00 am

10

MAUNDY
THURSDAY

GOOD
FRIDAY

11

Worship Online at Worship
7:00 pm
Online at 7:00
pm

12

13

EASTER SUNDAY

EASTER MONDAY

Worship Online at
11:00 am

CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED

19

9

20

14

21

15

22

16

23

17

24

18

Worship Online at
11:00 am

27

28

29

30

May 1

Debbie Barnes

16

William Lowery

4

Chelsea Brown

18

Beverly Steyn

5

Rachel Snodgrass

22

Leanne Carbone

6

Lavina Taliaferro

27

Daniel Barrett

8

Donlee Roberson

28

Dona Boyd

10

Margaret Erwin

29

Nancy Snodgrass

11

Sabrina Carney

30

Rob Martin

11

Ethan Bartholomew

30

Nancy Walker

14

William Snodgrass

25

Worship Online at
11:00 am

26

3

May 2

Please Remember These People in Prayer
Ann O’Connell
Rachel Simmons
Sandy Franklin
Peyton Eddington (Granddaughter of Susan Vance)
Donlee Roberson and Family
Joyce Harrison (Debbie Barnes’ Aunt)
Betty Spaulding
Marcia Kling
Gary Scheufler
Edwin Day
The men of St. Matthew’s Shelter
Members of PNC
Our country and the world

