NEWSLETTER DEADLINE!!
Beginning in August, the deadline for submissions to the monthly newsletter
will be by the 20th of each month. I will send out an email each month as a
reminder that the deadline is approaching. In order for the newsletter to be
completed and mailed out in time, this deadline is necessary.
Thank you so much for all that you do!
Susan Vance, Office Manager
Worship for August
Sunday, August 2
Matthew 14: 13-21
Feeding the Five Thousand
Sunday, August 9
Matthew 14: 22-33
Jesus Walks on Water

Sunday, August 16
Matthew 15: 21-28
The Canaanite Woman’s Faith
Drive-by Blessing and Communion

Sunday August 23
Exodus 1: 8-2:10
“Let my people go, so that they may
worship me.” Birth of Moses
Sunday, August 30
Exodus 3: 1-15
“Let my people go, so that they may
worship me.” The Burning Bush

Shining like the sun may not seem like a desirable reward these days. We have been experiencing
the sun in all of its HEAT! Shining seems a long way from wilting in the oppressive conditions of
ninety -degree temperatures. But Jesus is not suggesting that the kingdom will be hot. Jesus refers
to the righteous as “shining.” The parables we have heard these past few weeks imply that the
beauty of the righteous is hidden in the present. The glory of God has begun in us but it is veiled.
Our seed pods have split and opened but they endure struggles and trials which make it difficult for
them to grow. The Light is obscured by clouds and darkness causing the seeds to wonder if they
should go on.
Add to that, there are weeds to do battle with, weeds who compete for nutrients and sustenance.
Weeds can be blatantly hostile and self-centered and take over the garden with no conscience. They
indeed threaten the tiniest of seeds. But within, the silent growth of faith is being secretly formed.
And when the seed sprouts and continues its growth, it is a strong, resilient, and beautiful plant.

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Al and Gennie Greene and family in the loss of
their son, Jonathan.
Ann O’Connell
Rachel Simmons
Peyton Eddington (Granddaughter of Susan)
Donlee Roberson and Family
Joyce Harrison (Debbie Barnes’ Aunt)
Betty Spaulding
Edwin Dale

In the parable of the weeds and the wheat, Matthew 13: 24-43, Jesus states that the angels “will
weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil.” Then “the righteous will
shine like the sun.” Isn’t that a beautiful image?
The righteous will shine like the sun!

Carolyn Agnew
Dana Martin
The Greene Family
The men of St. Matthew’s Shelter
Members of PNC
Our country and the world
Prayers for justice and peace

It is difficult to see that inner life rising. We continue to see the failing of seed pod efforts. We don’t
see how our faithful discipline is preparing our soul for fruition in the future. It is easy to be
discouraged and think nothing is changing nor will ever change. Now we see through a glass dimly.
But Jesus gives us the promise that the garden will not always contain weeds. If we will practice
patience while continuing to grow ourselves, there will come a time when the garden will be
weed-less. At that time, all the pain and struggle, all the separation and weariness will have a
corresponding weight of joy.
Hidden glory now will be revealed. Our righteousness is a gift of God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
It is already working within us. It is already transforming us and through us, the world. Prepare to
shine!
In grace with love, Cathy

Office Manager: Susan Vance

The doors of our building will remain closed...the church is open!
Session News
The Session has determined that given the continued rising numbers of virus cases in our city, we
will remain closed to all church activities through August 2020. Your elders, deacons and interim
pastor are especially holding us and our community in prayer.
The Session last met on July 19. Deacon moderator, Cathy Lamb, reported on the work of the
deacons. Clerk Emily Cammon reviewed minutes of the last meetings. The audit report, completed
by Scott Miller and committee, was approved. It was also decided to not charge the Chattanooga
Boys Choir rent until such time as we all agree the church can be open for activities. Beverly Steyn
will serve on the Officer Nominating Committee. Mike Morrison and Sandy Franklin presented a
policy for usage of the church credit card. In newer business, Charly Brown and Beverly Steyn
discussed the need for a Tech Coordinator to handle the ongoing recording of services; tech
support for leaders and members; and eventually, the live streaming of worship. We determined to
keep the church building closed through the month of August. Charly also presented the idea of
having a “drive-by communion” service in August. Natasha Condra with Building and Grounds is
looking into cleaning services and logistics when we reopen. Les Ourth, Mission Chair, shared a
proposal from Sherry Cothran about “Beloved Woman.” This is a non-profit agency designed to lift
women and children out of poverty. Sherry has asked for office and meeting space here. The
Interim Pastor gave an update on BID proceedings; and shared goals for the next six months.
Prayers were made for members and the community.
Deacons News
Deacons Barbara Bye, Patsy Brown and Cathy Lamb with Cathy Meyer, met on June 28. We talked
about connecting with members and the process for donations to the Deacons Fund. We discussed
our hopes and plans for the church reopening and other ways to be in touch. We felt the newsletter
was a good source of information about Second and should be shared freely. Treasurer Patsy Brown
reported on the current balance. Barbara will be our clerk for the next few months; and Cathy will
attend the July Session meeting as representative. Thank you to all who have made special
donations to the Deacons. We are here to serve and care for members, present and future!
Everyone!! Communion Sunday in August is getting a change.
Please put Sunday, August 16, 9-10:30am on your calendars right now! The Worship Committee is
sponsoring a "Drive-by Communion" opportunity. Come to the church, stay in your car, wear your
masks, and receive a blessing, prayer and the Lord's Supper. We will be collecting food items for the
Food Banks; and back to school supplies for Westside children. Cathy, Charly Brown and other elders
will be standing in front of the red doors to distribute pre-packaged wafers and juice and to collect
donations from all who come. Pull up in the loading zone and prepare to be blessed. It will bless us
to see you, too!! Bring the family and neighbors, we're inviting everyone to participate - even our
nearby hotel guests! Please join us! **NO COMMUNION AUGUST 2ND**
Second Presbyterian Church Treasurer’s Report
Pledges through June 2020
$64,325.00
Budget $145,140.00
Non-pledged contributions
$14,632.46
Budget
$25,000.00

Children’s Page!

ATTENTION all Presbyterian Women
I suspect that at some time, for historical
records/reasons, the PW of East TN and the
National PW will be interested in knowing what
PW across the world did during this pandemic.
I’ve thought about it for our own PW.

shelf…
-Did you cook more? Share a recipe.
-Did you take walks or plant a garden or continue
your Tai Chi routine?
-How about virtual church, bible reading, prayer,
blessings?

So this is a “Call” to all 2nd Pres. PW to let me
know by mail (501 W. Oxford Rd. Chattanooga,
TN 37415), phone call/text (423.267.5451) or
email (Rushworth.suzanne@gmail.com).
What you did during the 2020 pandemic?
-Did you read some good books? Please share
the titles with me and maybe even write a book
review.
-Did you start a project or finish one you started
years ago?
-Maybe you learned something new or finally
organized that closet, drawer, desk, cabinet,

I think you get the idea. Let me know how you
spent the time. Also, if you want to share
something this experience has taught you about
faith, family, friendship, and other important
aspects of life, just let me know.
I am looking forward to hearing from everyone!
In all of this the Lord is teaching/showing each
one of us something. During this time, I hope we
all have had more moments where we can “Be
still and know that I am God”
To God be the Glory, Suzanne – PW Moderator

Coming Soon!
The 2020-2021 PW Calendar of events and meetings
Delivery of Bible Study books, “Into the Light”
Circle meeting by ZOOM Monday, September 14, at 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Nominating Committee
The committee has received a number of applications to review. We will consider and sort through
these with a positive outlook, believing God has his fingerprints on our future minister. Please keep
the faith, trust and encourage us during this process. Thank you, PNC
Mission Committee Member Needed!
We need another member on the Committee. On behalf of Second Presbyterian, we contribute to 8
major recipients and are in close contact with all of them. If you would like to be a part of the
Mission Committee, please contact Les Ourth, Mission Chair at (423) 364-4891. Thank you!
Technology Coordinator
Second Presbyterian is officially looking for a Technology Coordinator to work part time, 7-10 hours
per week. Contact Beverly Steyn, Personnel Chair, 423-883-6776 for more information.
Online Sunday Services
Cathy, Kevin and David have been recording Sunday services on Thursday mornings. If you have a
prayer request that you would like included, please call the church office at 423-266-2828, email
office@secondpreschattanooga.org or you can call or text Cathy at 330-317-4077 by 10:00 AM
Thursday morning.
Wednesday Morning Tai Chi
William "John" Johnson has weekly Zoom meetings for Tai Chi on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 AM.
If you are interested please contact him at johnjohnson@appliedtaiji.com for more information.

August Birthdays
1 Anna Chill
2 Dakota Carney
3 Pam Smith
3 Jessica Hyndman
5 Ellen Hicks
5 Andrew Wilson
7 Doris LaMar
8 Sara Simmons
9 Andrew Martin
15 Mary Lynn Morrison

Opportunities to Connect!
Two opportunities to connect with one another began in July. “Christ Connect” is be a brief,
different kind of worship on Wednesdays, 7:00 PM. It will be posted to the church website like our
Sunday services for you to click on. “Cathy Chat” is be offered on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM and 6:00
PM. Please call Susan at 423.266.2828 for a Zoom link or phone number. Dial in and connect with
friends and church family! Updates, special guests and prayer in twenty minutes or less. Hope you
will take part in some refreshment for our souls.

15 Suzanne Rushworth
16 Marcia Kling
16 Sandy Norris Smith
17 Bayle Langston
19 Marshall Rushworth
20 Rebecca Murr
20 Jason Bartholomew
26 Martha Huskins
27 Brenda Shipley

Christian Education

Zach Tyler is graduating from Middle Tennessee
State University August 8, 2020 with a bachelor’s
degree majoring in Jazz Studies. While attending
MTSU, Zach participated in a variety of music
groups including the MTSU Wind Ensemble,
Salsa, and Jazz bands where Zach performed on
alto, soprano, tenor, and baritone saxophones as
well as clarinet and flute. Outside of school Zach
stayed busy performing in a number of musicals,
Big Bands, Jazz shows, as well as steady booking
in various recording studios. Zach is currently
considering programs for graduate study.
Zach’s proud parents are Tom and Kim Tyler.
Congratulations to Zachary Tyler from his church
family. We look forward to hearing him play
again in our sanctuary during worship.

It is Back-to-School Time for the children and youth of Second Presbyterian.
As we all adjust to the “new different,” our prayers are with:
College students: Mack Conner and Chloe Langston.
High School students: Marilyn Bean, Sofia Bean, Sasha Carbone, Lillie Carney, Jeffery Collins, Graham
Marshall, Emma Maynard, Nic Peirano, Sophie Peirano, and Heath Snodgrass.
Middle School student: Amelia Willyerd.
Elementary students: Dallas Farmer, Dexter Biggers, Kiayil Beasley, Emily Murr, and Landan Troxler.
Heath and Sophie will be seniors at Baylor! Class of 2021
We are especially excited for Rivers Carbone and Mason Smothers as they begin Kindergarten this
year!
Please remember that, no matter the circumstance, your Church family is here to support you and
pray for you. There is always this word from our Lord to each of you:
Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord - plans to prosper you and not to harm you plans to give you hope and a future.”

High School Sunday School Class
A short lesson on “Knowing God by His Names”
As we have learned, God is called by many names in the Bible. Each of these names reveals
something about God’s character. Our focus this month is on one of my favorite names/metaphors
for God. It is found in John 8:12:
“When Jesus spoke again to the people he said, I am the Light of the World. Whoever follows
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the Light of life.”
Jesus tells us he is the Light of the World. That is one of his names, “Light of the World”! What does
light do? It shows us the way. It helps make things clear. It dispels darkness. It helps get rid of fear.
In this challenging time of Covid-19, it should give us all confidence and peace to know that the “The
Light of the World” is with us and that if we follow Him, we will never walk in darkness! He lights
our paths. As we travel through each day the “Light of the World” will help us see the good around
us, the many blessings that are ours, the opportunities to be His witness and, yes, the privilege to
share His light with the world.
I love the chorus to the song “Shine Jesus Shine.”
Some day soon we will sing it together!
Shine Jesus Shine
Fill this land with the Father’s glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze
Set our hearts on fire
Flow, river, flow
Flood the nations with grace and mercy
Send forth your word
Lord, and let there be light.
(Put your English skills and Bible knowledge together)
The Bible is full of colorful metaphors and similes. Can you match the items in the following list with
their Biblical “descriptions?”
1. A rock
A. Samson’s wife
2. A thief in the night
B. The people of Israel
3. Springs without water
C. The wicked
4. An ornament to grace your neck
D. Goliath
5. A fire
E. David & his men
6. A dog
F. Evil men
7. Straw before the wind
G. The words of a man with “war in his heart”
8. Sheep
H. Sound judgment
9. As fierce as a wild bear
I. The tongue
10. A heifer
J. The day of the Lord
11. A resounding gong
K. Peter
12. Drawn swords
L. One speaking eloquently without love
Answers
1-K 2-J 3- F 4-H 5-I 6-D 7-C 8-B 9-E 10-A 11-L 12-G

