Merry Christmas from Second Presbyterian Church!
Merry Christmas from our families to yours!
Rev. Cathy Meyer, Susan Vance, Dr. Kevin Ford and Anne Marie, David Friberg and Andrew Wilson

December Church Office Schedule!
The church office will be CLOSED on the following days in December:
Friday, December 25, 2020
Christmas Day

Tuesday. December 29, 2020
Holiday for Day after Christmas

Saturday, December 26, 2020
Day after Christmas

Monday, January 4, 2021
Holiday for New Year’s Day

Monday, December 28, 2020
Holiday for Christmas Day

December Birthdays
2 John Doyal
2 Sandra Lowery
2 Norm Oien
3 Becky Conner
4 John Moon
6 Lyle Cammon
6 Will Franklin
6 David Peirano

9 Harry Barnes
9 Carlton Thomas
9 Maxine Troxler
17 Kendall Bell
18 Sandy Franklin
18 Jeremy Lipford
18 Frances Reynolds
19 Dr. William Johnson

Grandson Zach and daughters in medical field.
Cathy Lamb and Family
Dana Martin and Family
Rachel Simmons
Peyton Eddington (Granddaughter of Susan Vance)
Donlee Roberson and Family
Joyce Harrison (Debbie Barnes’ Aunt)
Daughter Katie (Unspoken Prayer Request)
Maxine Troxler
Sandy Norris Smith and her sister, Connie Foster.

20 Joan Duke
22 Kent Daily
22 Jeanne Janney
25 Nancy C. Johnson
27 Rusty Scott
30 Norbert Keir
31 Carroll Lewis

Joyce Sanders (Brenda Carter’s Daughter’s MIL)
The Harris Family (Family of Susan Vance)
Robby Carney
Ed DeRosset
Janet K. Dailey
Members of PNC
Our country and the world
Cathy Lamb and her family would like to thank
everyone for their kind expressions of sympathy,
prayers, and support following the death of her mother.

This Advent season I invite you to rejoice in hope, to live into the lives of the ordinary people who
became central characters in the Christmas story, so that we can practice living into what God has
done and is doing to bring hope to this place…and to us. Rejoicing in hope trusts that no matter
what present circumstances seem to dish out, God is at work to refresh and renew our faith.
What does the Christmas story tell us about hope? We’re going to look at some of those who,
despite being dealt incredible obstacles in their life, were able to summon the faith to overcome the
threat of defeat. Consider Joseph, father (actually adoptive father) of Jesus, who stuck by his
pregnant-by-another betrothed. His assurance and determination to proceed were given in a
dream. Would we be inclined to rely on that as trustworthy enough to stake marriage, parenthood,
and our future upon? Anna had a husband for seven years and was then widowed for probably
sixty. Overcoming grief, loneliness and isolation, she made a life of spiritual discipline, anticipating
the Messiah’s arrival throughout. The wise men, a priestly class of astrologers and possibly
Zoroastrians, traveled 600-800 miles following a star because their philosophy held that the sudden
appearance of a new and brilliant star suggested the birth of an important person.
Would we make a trip of that distance based on our view of the night sky?
All of these persons had so little to go on, nothing tangible, nothing factual, just intuitions, beliefs
and HOPES. Attuned to God’s spirit - however they understood that - their trust in promptings that
were not direct proved life-changing for them and for us. I pray during this Advent season that we
can take courage…and encouragement…from these witnesses to the power of HOPE; and continue
to look for God’s spirit in all places, at all times. Paying attention to our dream life; leaning into the
pain of loss; watching the movement of the sky are some of the ways God still speaks.
The Christmas story reminds us that we see, we listen and hear differently when we expect God to
appear. As Matthew states, “…nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing is
secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.” (Matthew 10: 26-27) Rejoice in hope!
In grace, with love, Cathy

Office Manager: Susan Vance

W ORSHIP FOR D ECEMBER
Sunday, November 29
First Sunday in Advent
Matthew 1:18-25
“Rejoicing in Hope: Joseph”

Sunday, December 20
Fourth Sunday in Advent
11:00am at the church
Outside Singing of Christmas Carols

Sunday, December 6
Second Sunday in Advent
Communion
Luke 2:21-38
“Rejoicing in Hope: Anna”

Thursday, December 24
Christmas Eve
Family Service, 7:00pm
Traditional Service, 9:00pm
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20
“Rejoicing in Hope: A Child”

Sunday, December 13
Third Sunday in Advent
Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12
“Rejoicing in Hope: The Wise Men”

Sunday, December 27
Merry Christmas, Second Pres!

Session News
The Session met by Zoom on Sunday, Nov. 15. The moderator opened with prayer and
shared the Scripture passages that were given to those who drove by that morning
with their pledge dedications. Sandy Franklin reviewed the Treasurer’s report and
Mike Morrison provided an update on our stewardship emphasis. Matt Carbone
informed the Session of a historical marker that is being applied for to coincide with
our 150th anniversary. (Thanks to Ann O’Connell for initiating and Norma Witherspoon
for completing!). The Session approved funds for that and two banners which will be
made and hung on our church to visually announce our 150 years. Charly Brown gave
an overview of worship services for Advent which will include a gathering outside to
sing carols on December 20. It was voted to keep the building closed until 2021. Les
Ourth requested money from the Margaret Winslett fund be made available for
supporting international missionaries. The Session was encouraged to view a video of
MissionInsite which presents information about the make-up of the neighborhood
around the church. Charly closed the meeting with prayer.

Community Kitchen FAST DAY
Each year, the Chattanooga Community Kitchen asks our
community to support the Kitchen’s activities by fasting for
a meal, a day or a week and donating the cost to the
Community Kitchen. Your gift will help the many hungry, homeless and vulnerable men, women and
children in our community. Please send your donation to the church at Second Presbyterian Church,
700 Pine St. Chattanooga, TN 37402. Please be sure to note FAST DAY on the memo line.

Poinsettia Orders!
Poinsettias may be ordered through Thursday, December 10th.
You may purchase your poinsettia to be displayed In Memory Of
or In Honor Of a loved one. You can mail your check ($6.00 for
each poinsettia ordered) to the church at 700 Pine St.,
Chattanooga, TN 37402, or drop it by the church from 9:00am—
4:00pm, Monday thru Thursday. Please be sure to include the
names of your loved one and notate if it is in honor of or in memory of.
Warm Clothes for the Homeless
In David Cook's editorial in the November 15 edition of our local paper he described a volunteer
group which has been feeding the homeless across the city. They have now passed a milestone of
20,000 meals. They are starting a new project to provide warm clothing for homeless in the
westside areas during the winter months. The clothing does not have to be new but should be
clean and gently worn and can include coats, jackets, sweat shirts and pants, sweater, blankets, etc.
All sizes are needed. Please search your closets to see if you have anything you can donate. Bring
donations to the church during office hours or call Martha Huskins (423-838-1523) for home pickup
or for more information. Please consider make a contribution toward this effort.

Advent Books
At your convenience, please pick up the Advent hardback book:
Because of Bethlehem: Love is Born, Hope is Here, by Max Lucado.
If you are unable to pick up at the church, please call Susan at the church
office, 423-266-2828, and we can make delivery arrangements.

January 2021 Newsletter Deadline is December 16th!
Please have your January 2021 Newsletter items to Susan by Wednesday,
December 16th. The holidays have made it a short month so I need the items
early. Thank you for all you do!

1871-2021
Coming
As everyone knows, a synonym for the word
“advent” is the word “coming”. We all like to
know what is “coming” so we can prepare, right?
Well, this time last year none of us could have
known about the advent of Covid -19. None of us
could have known to prepare for the advent of a
pandemic that would turn our lives upside down.
We just didn’t know it was coming!
Here is what I do know. Because of the
advent/coming of Jesus Christ, my “not knowing”
takes on a deeper understanding and acceptance
for me. Because I know the One who knows
everything, not knowing what is coming is not as
unsettling as it used to be.
Jesus said “I came that they might have life and
have it abundantly” (John 10:10) and “In this
world you will have trouble, but take heart (or as
one translation puts it, cheer up!) I have
overcome the world,” (John 16:33). Now I don’t
understand it all, but isn’t that what faith is? “Now
faith is confidence in what we hope for and
assurance for what we do not see” (Hebrews
11:1).
The coming of a baby provides those who know
Him “…a peace that passes all understanding…”
and that includes the advent of events that we
don’t know are coming- like a deadly virus. Our
faith in the advent of the baby in a manger
changes everything that is to come!
As we celebrate Advent this year, let us be
reminded that one of the most important things
to know about Advent is this: His coming has
made it possible for us to live in His peace and
through His love - no matter what is coming!
Let us be aware more than ever that His advent
provides us with the confidence that no matter
what may be coming in the future… “God is with
us” which is the meaning of the word,
“Emmanuel.” “Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel,”
Suzanne, Moderator PW Deut. 31:8

PW Donations
The Presbyterian Women at 2nd recently donated
$300.00 to the Hope House at UTC and $100.00 to
the Sunset Gap Community in Cosby, Tennessee.
To find out more about the work of these two
important organizations go to hopeutc.org/
sunsetgap.com
PW ZOOM Meeting
The next zoom Circle meeting will be on Monday,
Dec. 7th, at 10:00 a.m. This will be Bible Study.
We will be studying Lesson 3, “Woman’s Lament.”
Then on Monday Dec. 14th at 10:00 a.m. we will
zoom the business meeting for PW with time at
the end to visit and share. Zoom information will
be sent out by Suzanne a few days before each
meeting. All PWs are encouraged to attend.
PW 2021 Calendar Update
Thank you to everyone who donated to the
Hospitalized Veterans Calendar Project this year.
Ninety calendars were donated by Second
Presbyterian Church members! A total of 120
calendars for 2021 were donated to this project.
Most of the calendars will be delivered at the end
of December to the Veterans Hospital in
Murfreesboro, TN. Again this year some
calendars will stay in this area and be given to the
Chattanooga Vet Center in Eastgate.

GIVE to the GIVING TREE
The Giving Tree will be set up in the Elmore Room
this year. It will remain up until Sunday,
December 27. Bring/send to the church hats,
gloves, socks or scarves for children and adults to
help decorate the Giving Tree this year. All items
will again be donated to the Northside
Neighborhood House. They will distribute them to
their clients during the winter months.
“It’s not about how much we give, but how much
love we put into our giving” - Mother Teresa
Thanks for supporting the Giving Tree,
The Presbyterian Women at 2nd

Second Presbyterian Church will kick off the
150 Years Celebration in January 2021!
More details about the celebration coming soon.

Please Keep Those Pledge Cards Coming!
If you have not already turned in your 2021 Stewardship Pledge Card, you can still do
so by mailing to the church at 700 Pine St., Chattanooga, TN 37402 or by dropping it
off at the church office from 9am-4pm, Monday thru Thursday.

*Our 2021 goal is 55 families pledging $150,000!*
As of 11-23-2020—We have 35 families that have pledged $122,096!
Communion Sunday, December 6, 2020
Communion will be next Sunday, December 6th. Please have your elements ready to take Communion
along with Cathy in next Sunday’s service.

Deacon News
The Deacons met at the church on Sunday, November 22. All were present (Cathy Lamb, Barbara
Bye, Chuck Boyd, Patsy Brown, Nancy Snodgrass, Robby Carney, Cathy Meyer) Moderator Cathy
Lamb opened with prayer. Barbara Bye took minutes. Patsy Brown gave the Treasurer’s report.
The Deacons discussed recent responses to deaths of church family members after discovering that
there was a need for clarification. The Deacons determined that flowers and a monetary gift would
be provided from their funds. Deacons were also encouraged to recognize other church members’
milestones and respond similarly. Reports were given on member contacts by each deacon and
some discussion was held around individuals needing special care. The Deacons were also made
aware of a request to assist Amanda Smothers while she obtains her GED and works through the
Beloved Woman program. Several concerns and possible solutions were offered. There was no
consensus about what to do pending more information. The Deacons sadly said goodbye to Patsy
Brown, Treasurer, who is rotating off the board after faithful and responsible service.
Pastor Nominating Committee
We continue the process of choosing our Pastor for Second. We ask God to give us discernment
and faith and feel we have heard his voice. We’ve completed several interviews and expect to give
information to the congregation and request their vote in the next few weeks. Thank you for all
your support and patience. PNC
Treasurer’s Report
October pledges $7672
Jan-Oct $102, 966
Budget $145, 140
Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our own needs by opening our mind to the unexplained
worlds occupied by the needs of others. – Barbara Bush

Children’s Page

High School Sunday School Class
The school semester will end soon and what a challenging first semester it has been!
I have heard it said that “every challenge you face today makes you stronger tomorrow.” You all are getting
pretty strong! I know the challenge is real, and it’s tough at times, but don’t give up.
Advent Lesson for Sunday School
If we were in our classroom at church I would have several items to share with you that are often symbols we
see during Advent/Christmas time. I would tell you that the definition of the word symbol is this: “a symbol is
a thing that represents or stands for something else, especially a material object representing something
abstract.” I would share each item and ask you what you think this item symbolizes for the Advent season.
We would discuss the abstract meaning for each symbol and how each one can bring us closer to the true
meaning of the season which is the birth of our Savior. Then together we would set up the Advent Wreath
for our classroom. Well, we are not together, but I believe we can still have this lesson. So here it is. I am
going to list a few things that are symbols used during Advent/Christmas. As you read the list, think about
what each represents or calls to mind for you regarding Christmas.
Star — Holly — Gifts — Candy Canes — Lights on the Tree — Angels — Advent Wreath
The Star represents the bright star that shone over Bethlehem on the night Jesus was born and it
guided the Magi to the Christ child. It can guide each of us to the manger again this season.
The Holly, with its thorns and red berries, represents a foreshadowing of the crown of thorns and
the blood that will be shed by the baby in the manger.

Gifts remind us of how God gave us the gift of his Son and that Jesus gives us the greatest gift of all,
Salvation.
Candy Canes are in the shape of a shepherd’s crook which was used to bring lost lambs back to the
fold. Jesus is often referred to as the Good Shepherd. The white on the candy cane represents the
purity of Jesus and the red stripes symbolize the blood he shed for us.
Lights on the tree are reminders of Jesus who is the light of the world.
Angels proclaimed the news of the Savior’s birth. Remember they sang “Glory to God in the
Highest.”
At this point we would set up the Advent Wreath. It is circular, representing God’s infinite love.
They are usually made up of evergreens, which stay green all year round and represent the hope
of eternal life brought to us by Jesus Christ. The white candle placed in the middle of the wreath
is the Christ candle. It is a reminder of the light Jesus brings to the world. It is lit on Christmas
Eve. The 4 candles represent hope, love, joy and peace. Three are usually purple, the color of
royalty. The joy candle is often pink.
With the Advent Wreath set up and the discussion of the symbols complete, let us close with a prayer, as we
begin the season of Advent.

God of Love,
Your Son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us. He is a sign of your love. Help us walk in that love during the weeks
of Advent, as we wait and prepare for his coming. We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.

Christmas Joy Offering

One of the special offerings we take each year is the Christmas Joy
Offering. This offering does two things: 50% of your gifts make it
possible for racial-ethnic students to learn and grow in faith at
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities
of color; and 50% provides assistance for current and retired church
workers and their families with critical financial needs.
The Christmas Joy Offering “reflects that God is with us, through the
generous gifts
that support church leaders among us, retired, present and future,
who have pointed us to God. It also offers students the means for a
brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and
skills to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come.”
Please give generously by check made out to Second Presbyterian
and earmarked for the Christmas Joy Offering; or online
at pcusa.org/christmasjoy. Thank you!

And if you need ideas for Christmas or other gift-giving, check out the
Presbyterian Giving Catalog. Pick one up at the office or go
to presbyteriangifts.org or you can call 800-872-3283. You can give
everything from a water pump to a pair of goats to a bag of seeds to an
education scholarship! Maybe our children and grandchildren would love
to give a family of chickens! Small gifts. Big Impact.
Share Your Christmas Food Drive!
Chattanooga Food Bank
The church will be collecting food items to donate to the WRCB Channel
3 Share Your Christmas Food Drive benefitting the Chattanooga Food
Bank. You can drop off your items to the church office anytime between
9:00am and 4:00pm Monday - Thursday up until December 10th. We will
then take the items collected to the Food Bank on Friday, December
11th for their collection celebration. Also on December 11th, the Food Bank volunteers will be
manning the phones (423-762-FEED) for call-in donations or new this year is a text-to-donate
option, text “endhunger” to 243-725 to donate via text. Second Pres collected 191 pounds of food
in August and 258 pounds in October! Let’s make this collection the largest ever! Items especially
needed: canned ready-to-eat meals; canned fruits and veggies; cereal; canned protein; and family
size mac and cheese dinner.
The Newton Child Development Center is one of the Missions of the Second Presbyterian Mission
Committee. We are collecting cleaning supplies and they are in need of items such as disinfecting
sprays, disinfecting wipes, etc. You can drop off your items at the church during regular office
hours.

Stewardship Drive-By Pledge Offering
Second Presbyterian’s first ever Stewardship Drive-By Pledge
Offering was a success! A big thank you to all who made this
possible! Thank you to those who dropped off their pledges! You
can still mail in your pledge card or drop it by the church office.

Just for Fun!

Decorating for Christmas!
Thank you to Sandy Franklin, Suzanne Rushworth, and Patsy and Charly
Brown for all the wonderful help you provided.

