More News From the Pews
It is a privilege to welcome new church officers to our ministry, we are grateful for the
leadership they will provide over the next many months. Many thanks to the Officer
Nominating Committee for their careful consideration in selecting persons for these
roles.
The Session currently has twelve Ruling Elders. The Session has oversight of church
functions and ministries. Some elders have responsibility as chair of a committee;
some are serving on multiple committees. We appreciate so much:
Michael Morrison, chairing Finance
Beverly Rhoden Steyn, chairing Personnel
Paul Hesselink, chairing Christian Education
Jonathan Hunter, serving Personnel
Natasha Condra, chairing Building and Grounds
Charly Brown, chairing Worship
Rick Rushworth, chairing Fellowship
Betty Whitaker, chairing Men’s Shelter
Matthew Carbone, chairing Marketing and Outreach
Scott Miller, serving Finance, Building and Grounds, Personnel
Les Ourth, chairing Mission
Emily Cammon, Clerk of Session
Thank you to all of our church officers for your time, energy, imagination and love!

WHO ARE WE?
WHO IS GOD CALLING US TO BE?
WHERE IS GOD CALLING US TO GO?
We extend Prayers to:
• Betty Spaulding
• Margaret Erwin
• Donlee Roberson
• Family of Teresa Robinson
• The men of St. Matthew’s Shelter
• Members of PNC
• Our co-missionaries: Rev. Paula V.
Cooper and the people of East Central Africa; and Cindy Corell and the
people of Haiti

The Pastor Nominating Committee
would like your input. The PNC has lots
of surveys ready to be summarized. On
Thursday, Jan 16, we mailed surveys to
church members who haven’t been in
attendance of late. We hope these will
be returned before February. Please return your cover sheet and survey to the
boxes in the sanctuary. Thank you.
God bless our church!
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From the Interim Pastor Cathy Meyer
Grace is ours and peace from God our Creator and our Lord Jesus Christ.
We are in a new season of the Christian year. Our paraments are green signifying life and “Ordinary
Time.” The Scriptures are once again presenting us with the call of the disciples and other events in Jesus’ ministry. We’ll be looking again at the teaching and actions of Jesus and trying to shape our lives
after His.
I’d like us to think of this as a new season for our church, too. I believe it will help our mission and ministry if we can specifically articulate who we are and what we do. We say in our Vision Statement, “In gratitude for God’s goodness we seek to proclaim, boldly and joyfully, in word and deed, the good news of
God’s gracious love for the world.
We acknowledge that our faith is a gift from God, that our Savior Jesus Christ is Lord of our lives and that
we rely upon the guidance of Scripture and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.”
This is beautiful. It begins with the recognition that what we do is a RESPONSE to what God has done
for us. It identifies word and DEED as the forms of that response. It emphasizes that God’s good news
is love for the WORLD. The Vision Statement goes on to state that we gather together as God’s people,
sharing, listening, honoring; and as we go into the world, ministering lovingly. I see in you the joy there
is in gathering together. And I see the desire to reach out beyond our building to those in need around
us, near and far.
An article I read recently asked some helpful questions, similar to the questions the Pastor Nominating
Committee is asking in their search process. They follow:
What is our greatest asset?
How do people serve here? How does someone get involved?
What can someone do to further our mission?
People who serve in the mission are people who are engaged in the mission. We are not about filling
slots. We are about engaging persons, identifying gifts, to support a cause that’s bigger than ourselves.
What is our primary cause? We’ll soon have an opportunity to talk together about this. In the meantime,
please be looking and be listening.

In grace,
Cathy

https://www.breezechms.com/
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BID (Business Improvement District) Update
As most of you know, Chattanooga has a new BID that includes our
church property. The District is basically a portion of the “West End,”
and the idea was initiated by River City Company. The stated purpose of this BID was to provide “clean & safe services” and an ambassador program that would “serve as the eyes and ears…to keep
the area safer for residents, workers, & visitors.” Every property
owner would be charged an additional fee/tax within this BID to pay
for the services, management, etc.
Last year our Session investigated the details of the proposed BID
and voted that we would oppose the formation of this group. Some
of Session’s concerns included: This would be a duplication of services already provided by the City of Chattanooga; The fee/tax would
put undue financial hardship on our church and draw finances away
from projects that we are vested in; and Our church serves a population of homeless folks in downtown and doesn’t want them mistreated. We sent a formal letter to the city attorney (thank you David
Franklin) and attended hearings (thank you Pete Steyn) to voice our
opposition to the formation of this BID.
The City Commission approved the formation of this BID which is
now in place. We are appealing to the board of the BID to waive our
fee/tax. Mike Morrison has compiled and submitted a complete
package to the BID board stating our reasons including documents
(thank you Bill Simmons) giving substantiation for a fee waiver for
our church. We should know the results of our request after their
board meeting in early February. Special thanks to Mike Morrison for
staying on top of this.

Youth : Take a second look

It’s That Time!
Board of Deacons
In addition to the Ruling
Elders who sit on the Session, we have the Board of
Deacons. This role responsible for the care and nurture of the congregation.
We also appreciate them:
Patsy Brown
Robbie Carney
Nancy Snodgrass

Charleston, TN
http://www.hiwasseeheritage.com/

Second Outdoors

The Hiwassee River Heritage Center explores the role the Hiwassee river
played in Trail of Tears and Civil War railroad bridges across Hiwassee river
which were controlled by both Union and Confederate forces.

Lunch: Farmhouse Restaurant Etowah, TN
1201 Ohio Ave, Etowah, TN 37331
Optional Shopping stop at Starr Mountain Outfitters
Info: john doyal 423-315-0965

Welcome to Worship!
On Sunday January 26, we welcomed the older children to remain
with us in worship instead of going to Children’s church upstairs.
Kiayel Beasley, Dexter Biggars, Landan Troxler and Amelia Willyerd
received special bibles and a welcome from Cathy and the
Christian Education Committee.

We will meet Agnes at the church for dinner
prep. Then we will transport food to the
Holiday Inn and Suites at 434 Chestnut
Street.
Mainly need help in packing up,
transporting, staying to serve, getting things
back to church and clean up.

Cathy Lamb
Barbara Bye
Chuck Boyd

Saturday February 22
Hiwassee River Heritage Center

On Saturday, February 22 the PW will
prepare and serve dinner for youth and
adults attending the Presbyterian
Youth
Summit here in Chattanooga .
Anyone who wants to help is welcome.

Thank you to all of our
church officers for your
time, energy, imagination
and love!

Thank you to the congregation for your contributions to the Giving Tree again this year.
The PW delivered to Northside Neighborhood
House 153 items that included gloves,
scarves, hats and socks for children and
adults These will be distributed to individuals
throughout
the
winter
months.
A special thank you to Gary Maynard for
transporting the 2020 calendars to the Veterans Hospital in Murfreesboro. Our church donated 64 calendars. Combined with others
that were donated to the “Liz Morton Calendar Project for
Hospitalized Veterans of Tennessee” Gary delivered over 300
calendars to the
Veterans Hospital.

Offering—February 2
for the
St. Matthews Shelter
Youth: You are needed on February 2 to
take up this special offering.

On this Sunday, Youth around the nation
collect money at their churches to donate
to support organizations that focus on
caring and providing help to people in
their community. The youth of 2nd Pres.
decided to donate any money collected to
The St Matthew Shelter. The youth will be
in the back of the church following worship on February 2 to collect donations
from the congregation. If you plan to write
a check please make it payable to the
church and indicate that it is for
Souper Bowl: St Matthew Shelter.
The Souper Bowl of Caring started in 1990
when the youth of Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, SC organized
the first Souper Bowl of Caring. 30 years
later, youth from churches of all denominations participate in this event raising
thousands of dollars! The event was started by youth and continues to be initiated
by youth every year.

Treasurer’s Report
I am happy to report that we received another pledge card bringing our 2020
Stewardship Campaign total to 48 pledge cards reflecting a pledged amount of
$141,450, which is $11,450 above our goal. This is truly great news so thank
you to all who have pledged for 2020!
Many of you received a letter from me last week which provided an account of
your total giving towards your 2019 pledge. While preparing these letters, I noticed that some
pledges were not fulfilled, leaving a shortfall of over $4,000. Fortunately, some other pledged
amounts were exceeded, providing a gain of nearly $10,000, which more than covered the shortfall.
Our church leadership understands that financial circumstances can unforeseeably change. So going
forward, should you ever need to make a revision to your pledge commitment, please contact me.
Be assured that all things financial are always kept strictly confidential.
Remember that our 2020 budget relies on the income your pledge represents. With this in
mind, please take notice of your quarterly donation letter and strive to satisfy your pledge commitment. The Elders and Deacons of Second Presbyterian plan and execute the work of the church
based on your generosity and commitment.
Thank you,
Sandy Franklin
Treasurer, Second Presbyterian

During the month of February the PW will be collecting items for the Ronald
McDonald House “Wish List”. A container will be set up in the church office
for collection of the snack items listed below. PW invites everyone to join in
this effort to support the Ronald McDonald House and the wonderful work
they do in our community.
Suggested snack items include individually wrapped crackers, chips, granola
bars, and trail mix, cereal, popcorn, hot chocolate packets.
PW Moderator
Suzanne Rushworth

Please mark your calendar and join us for the Annual Ladies Luncheon on
Saturday, February 15 at 12:00 noon in the church fellowship hall.
The cost is $8.00 a person and reservations are due by Tuesday, February
11. You may call the church office to make a reservation or fill out the
form below and leave in the office or offering plate. Payment is due the day
of the luncheon. The program again includes the fun “Gift Exchange “ activity- so be sure and bring a gift. Ladies this is a wonderful opportunity to
invite friends/ family to join in a lovely and fun afternoon.
We are asking those who attend to bring an snack item for the Ronald
McDonald House to the luncheon
If you have any questions contact Suzanne Rushworth 267-5451

Saturday, February 15, 12:00 pm
Second Presbyterian Church, Helwig Fellowship Hall

# Attending the luncheon________
Cost $8.00 X______=$_________
Name(s)________________________
_________________________

_______________________
_______________________

February Birthdays

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
10:00 am Silent
Meditation
10:30 Mini Tennis

2
Sunday School 9:45
AM
Worship / Communion /Souper Bowl
offering
11:00 AM
12:10 Lunch for all
Fellowship Hall

9
Sunday School 9:45
AM

Worship
11:00 AM
12:10 Lunch for all
Fellowship Hall

16

3
4
10:00 am Silent Med- Presbyterian Bible
itation
Study 10:30 AM
10:30 Mini Tennis
10:30 PW Circle
12:00 ACA

4:00 Boys Choir
7:00 Choral Arts
Rehearsal

4:00 Boys Choir

4:00 Boys Choir

10:00 McDowell
Music Club
12:00 PM AL-ANON
5:30 Meal for
St. Matthews Shelter

10
11
10:00 am Silent Med- Presbyterian Bible
itation
Study 10:30 AM
10:30 Mini Tennis
12:00 ACA

5
Tai Chi 9:30 AM

4:00 Boys Choir
7:00 Choral Arts
Rehearsal

6

9:30 Staff meeting
Knit Wits 10:00 AM
Men’s Bible Study
12:00 PM
6:00 PM Choral
Arts Meeting

UTC
Chamber
Singers
Concert
7:30 PM

8
10:00 am Silent
Meditation
10:30 Mini Tennis

13

12:00 PM AL-ANON

Men’s Bible Study
12:00 PM

Knit Wits 10:00 AM

14
Church Office
Closed

17
18
10:00 am Silent Med- Presbyterian Bible
itation
Study 10:30 AM
10:30 Mini Tennis

Sunday School 9:45
AM

12:00 ACA

Worship
11:00 AM

4:00 Boys Choir

12:10 Lunch for all
Fellowship Hall

Newsletter
Submission
Deadline

Worship 11:00 AM
12:10 Lunch for all
Fellowship Hall
12:30 Mission
Committee Meeting

Sasha Carbone

5

Ann Riley

25

Chuck Boyd

Ann Lewis

26

Luke Ford

Martin Davis III

28

Ann O’Connell

6

Mack Conner
Ginna Raulston

11

Bill Shipley

11

Hugh Walker

12

Maurine Hawkins

15
10:00 am Silent
Meditation
10:30 Mini Tennis

15

Michelle Whitbeck

16

London Justice

12:00 Ladies
Luncheon

20

Mary Wade

Parking Lot
Reserved for
St. Paul’s

4:00 Boys Choir
7:00 Choral Arts
Rehearsal

19
Tai Chi 9:30 AM

20

12:00 PM AL-ANON

Men’s Bible Study
12:00 PM

5:30 Meal for
St. Matthews Shelter

Knit Wits 10:00 AM

21
Church Office
Closed

Sofia Bean

Anniversaries
1

Linda & Carl Langston

13

Debra & Gary Noblitt

14

Keyona & Michael Jones

If you or your family member is
not on this list but should be,
please let us know so that we
can update church records.

22
10:00 am Silent
Meditation
10:30 Mini Tennis
Second Outdoors
trip to Hiwassee
River Heritage
Center
PW—dinner for
Youth Summit

Session meeting
12:45 PM
Sunday School
9:45 AM

23

7:00 pm AGO
Concert

Moccasin Bend Worship Companions
9:00 AM

23

Clare Parker

9

Parking Lot
Reserved for
St. Paul’s

12
Tai Chi 9:03 AM

5:30 Meal for
St. Matthews Shelter

7
Church Office
Closed

3

24
25
10:00 am Silent Med- Presbyterian Bible
itation
Study 10:30 AM
10:30 Mini Tennis
12:00 ACA
4:00 Boys Choir

4:00 Boys Choir
7:00 Choral Arts
Rehearsal

26
Tai Chi 9:30 AM

27

12:00 PM AL-ANON

Men’s Bible Study
12:00 PM

5:30 Meal for
St. Matthews Shelter

Knit Wits 10:00 AM

6:00 pm Choral Arts
rehearsal
7:30 PM Choral
Arts Concert

28
Church Office
Closed

29

10:00 am Silent
Meditation
10:30 Mini Tennis

Happy Valentine’s Day!

