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Celebrating 150 Years
Serving Christ in Downtown Chattanooga
1871 - 2021
Dear Friends,

February 2021

Exciting things are happening! Changes are upon us. Vaccinations have started, hoping to curtail the
COVID virus and the crisis it has brought to the world. Chattanooga continues to grow in population
with all the new projects that brings.
I am excited for us! We are poised to imagine, to dream, to create new possibilities in our ministry
together. So what do you want to do? What do you want to be? God wants to use us. God wants
to work in us and through us. Paul wrote to the Romans, “Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, that you may prove what the will of God is, that
which is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12: 2) The word for “transformed” in this
passage is “metamorphize” in the Greek. It is the same word used in Matthew and Mark when they
tell the story of Jesus’ “transfiguration.” It invites us to think creatively, with our imaginations,
about what might be in our future because, with God at work, all things are possible. We need not
feel limited or constrained by the barriers or predictions the world puts before us. We are living into
a new day.
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February Birthdays
3 Clare Parker
5 Ann Lewis
5 Ann Riley
6 Mack Conner
9 Ginna Raulston
9 Pat Martin
11 Bill Shipley
11 Hugh Walker

12 Maurine Hawkins
15 Nancy Michelle Whitbeck
20 Mary Wade
23 Sasha Carbone
25 Chuck Boyd
26 Luke Ford
28 Sofia Bean
28 Ann O’Connell

*Rachel Simmons
*Daughter Katie (Unspoken Prayer Request)
*Sandy Norris Smith and her sister, Connie Foster.
*Dana Martin
*Jeanne Janney
*Maxine Troxler
*Emily Cammon’s brother, Wesley

*Katherine McCallen, daughter of Rev. Dr. Perry
and Erin McCallen.
*All first responders and those in the medical
service.
*Our country and political leaders in this
administrative transition.

A new liturgical season, the season of Lent, will also be upon us. Lent calls us to look inward,
examine ourselves, our motives, our values. What needs to be transformed in us if we hope to be
used by God. I’ll be inviting us to “Return to the Lord.” For those of us who may have slipped a bit
in our faith walk during this pandemic; for those of us who want to renew or strengthen our
commitment to follow Jesus; for those who left Second feeling hurt or betrayed, this season will
provide an opportunity to come home to God and to this community of faith.
I’m hopeful that in this season, we can leave these tombs of isolation and separation; and be
transformed to a life together that is full of possibilities made into realities. Fr. Kevin O’Brien in his
homily on Inauguration Day said: “When we embrace both our noble commission and divine
promise, something remarkable happens. In the words of the prophet Isaiah, ‘the light shall break
forth like the dawn’.”
In grace, with love,
Cathy

Office Manager: Susan Vance

Session News
The Session of Second Presbyterian Church met by Zoom on Sunday, Jan. 17. The Moderator welcomed
new Session members David Franklin (Building and Grounds); and Gigi Peaslee (Worship and Outreach).
The meeting was opened with prayer and devotion. The Session was introduced to Barry Bryant and voted
to receive Mr. Bryant as a new member by Reaffirmation of Faith. Treasurer Sandy Franklin and Finance
Chair, Mike Morrison reviewed all church funds and summarized the pledges for 2021: 41 pledges were
received for $144,360. Our goal was $150,000. In 2020, 30 families overpaid their pledges ($16,104); and
41 non-pledging families donated $41,093. Reports were received from Pastor; Personnel, Beverly Rhoden
Steyn (most staff will receive a 3% increase in salaries); Worship, Charly Brown (many Dec. activities and a
new policy re: music offerings); Fellowship, Rick Rushworth (shared 2021 goals). Three sets of minutes by
Clerk, Emily Cammon, were approved, including the congregational meeting.

2020 Annual Session Reports
Christian Education
Paul Hesselink, Chair; Suzanne Rushworth, Diane Justice, Emily Cammon, Rick
Rushworth, Debra Noblitt, Steve Justice, Hayley Johnson
Children and youth received monthly mailings of letters and bulletins, thanks to
Suzanne; the Guardian Angels program is functioning; provided an Advent devotional
published by the PC(USA).
Finance
Mike Morrison, Chair; Sandy Franklin, Treasurer; Rick Rushworth, Bobbie Martin,
Patsy Brown, Deacons Treasurer
The Finance Committee met several times throughout the year. Changes were made to our credit card
policy; voucher system; organized and implemented stewardship emphasis utilizing elders to narrate their
work.
Personnel
Beverly Rhoden Steyn, Chair; Scott Miller, Bill Simmons
Interviewed and hired an Office Manager, Susan Vance; interviewed and hired a Tech Coordinator, Anne
Marie Ford; implemented several updates to the Policy Manual; updated staff files to include signing off on
Sexual Misconduct Policy; reviewed staff job performance with recommendation for salary increases.

Outreach
Matt Carbone, Chair; Ann O’Connell, Susan Lipford, Nancy Snodgrass
Utilized social media to enhance Second Presbyterian visibility; secured announcement on local radio for
outdoor drive-by event.
Mission
Les Ourth, Chair; Martha Huskins, Betty Whitaker, John and Nancy Johnson
Maintained support of presbytery and local designated missions; increased support to Welcome Home and
international missionaries.
St. Matthew’s Shelter
Betty Whitaker, Chair; Les Ourth, Rick Rushworth
Maintained working relationship with Community Kitchen; provided Wed. night meal earlier in the year;
hosted an emergency situation for residents of Welcome Home; shelter continues to provide temporary
housing for men.

Join Us for Cathy Chat!!
Join Cathy by ZOOM on Tuesdays at 10:00am and 6:00pm for Cathy Chat!
This is a time to connect via ZOOM with Cathy and others from the church to share
prayer requests, say hello and just have great conversation! Call the church office for
the meeting ID number!
NO—Christ Connect!
Christ Connect has been suspended for now.
Tai Chi
The practice of Tai Chi has been around for thousands of years and at
Second Presbyterian since 2008! Not even 2020 and the pandemic
could stop it - so we continue in 2021. John Johnson is the instructor
and the group meets every Wednesday morning (right now by Zoom)
from 9:30-10:30.
The first meeting in 2021 is January 6. “Part the Wild Horses Mane,”
“Cloudy Hands,” “Golden Rooster stands on one leg,” “Box both ears”,
“Heaven and Earth” are all Tai Chi moves. These moves, along with
others, bring focus, balance, and serious benefits to our bodies and minds. If you are interested in
participating, or just want more information, please contact the church office. By the way, John is a
nationally recognized instructor and does this class for FREE! He is a great teacher – VERY patient and
thorough. Thank you, John!!!

Our Gifts Make A Difference in Our Community!
Newton Child Development Center
Dear Ms. Meyer and members of Second Presbyterian Church,
The Board of Directors at Newton would like to thank you for the many
ways that you have supported the center over the last year. We
continue to rely heavily on the donations of individuals and churches in
order to serve the families of the Westside community.
The children at Newton continue to receive excellent head start early education curriculum in a loving,
structured and safe environment which affords these children stability as their parents continue to face a
difficult and uncertain future.
Thank you again for partnering with us in ministry to the needs of our Westside neighbors.

2020 Annual Session Reports—Continued

Love
Because of Valentines Day on February 14 we often
associate this month with love, especially love for
family and friends. Florist, candy, and card
companies are more than happy to encourage us all
to express our affection for those we love and care
about and that’s o.k. with me. Who doesn’t love a
good piece of chocolate?
Ladies, I was thinking that maybe this February we
could make a real conscious effort to stretch
ourselves a little in the love category. The challenge
is simple. Let’s move out of our comfort zone and
seriously think of ways to express God’s love to
those we will encounter this month. Let’s be
honest, sometimes it is difficult to love some
people. Remember that every person is a child of
God, and He loves each one very much. So with our
thoughts, actions, money, and prayers this month
let’s really work on showing love in our community.
Love that includes, but is not limited to, the
homeless, the struggling single parent, the foster
child, the isolated individual, those in the hospital,
residents of nursing homes, the hungry, and
stranger no matter where we meet them.
These and so many others are the “neighbors” that
Jesus talks about and commands us to love! How
you do this is between you and God. I believe our
focused efforts to show love and kindness during
this month can make the difference in someone’s
life and possible in our life too. Share His love when
and wherever you can during February.
We all know that this behavior is not limited to a
certain month. It’s a life style. How does that song
go? “And they’ll know we are Christians by our
love.”
Share the Love,
Suzanne Rushworth- Deut. 31:8 - PW Moderator

PW News
*PW Bible Study by Zoom is Feb. 1st at 10:30 a.m.
Lesson 5: “Lamenting Life” Assignment -please be
prepared to share a comment about the lesson at
the meeting. Suzanne will send out the Zoom
information the Thursday before the meeting.
* PW Business Meeting by Zoom is Feb. 8th at 10:30
a.m. Suzanne will send out the zoom information
the Thursday before the meeting.
* The Annual Ladies Luncheon scheduled for this
month has been postponed. We hope to reschedule
later in 2021.
* Donations/pledges to Second Pres PW should be
sent to the church. Please include PW in the address
and make all checks out to Presbyterian Women.
PW History
The Fellowship of the Least Coin began in 1956 as a
response to a call for healing and reconciliation
among women whose home countries had been
torn apart by bitter wars and conflicting interests.
The idea was originated by Shirin Samuel. She
envisioned a way that women in every country, rich
or poor, educated or illiterate, rural or urban, young
or old could pray for women of other countries and
at the same time set aside their country’s least coin
for a common fund. This was the beginning of the
Fellowship of the Least Coin.
The least coins from many countries, when put
together, become a large amount in the same way
individual prayers offered by many members
throughout the world become a strong force in
bringing about reconciliation, peace and justice.
The PW of Second Pres are faithful each month in
their giving to the Fellowship of the Least Coin.
Here are three of the nineteen Project Grants
funded by the Fellowship of the Least Coin this year:
• Sri Lanka- Memories Children’s Camp
• Serbia- Prevention of Breast & Cervical Cancer in
Women in Rural Areas of Vojvodina
• Zambia- Chiseke Women Development Centre in
Lusaka
To find out more go to
www.presbyterianwomen.org/leastcoin.

Worship
Charly Brown, Chair; Norm Oien, Jeanne Janney, Patsy Brown
Discerned with Session the use of church facility during pandemic; contacted members
regularly with notes of support, calls; provided for liturgists each Sunday; initiated drive
-by communion, pledges and hosted outdoor Christmas carol sing; assisted with Lent
and Christmas decorations and flowers.
Fellowship
Rick Rushworth, Chair; Gigi Peaslee, Kim Tyler, Marcia Kling, Sara Simmons
Hosted reception for Todd Roberson service; assisted with planning for 150 th anniversary celebration.
Building and Grounds
Natasha Condra, Chair; Rick Rushworth, Kevin Condra, Scott Miller
Replaced freezer; secured new landscaping along 7th Avenue; managed cleaning and building use, including
waxing/polishing of main hallway floors; installed motion detector lights; started bid process for new roof,
painting; completed chair lift install; added two new transport chairs.
2020 Budget Totals
Pledges
Other Contributions
Other Income

December
$10,755.
$10,243.
$71,132.

Jan-Dec.
$127,137.
$193,070.
$322,404.

Budget
$145,140.
$25,000.
$371,613.

Total Income

$92,131.

$642,612.

$541,753.

Total Expenses

$31,770.

$402,025.

$565,268.

Deacon News
The Deacons met on Sunday, Jan. 24, masked and distanced in the Elmore Room. Moderator Cathy Lamb
opened with prayer. Welcome and “highlights of being a deacon” were given to Brenda Carter, new on the
board. Barbara Bye read the minutes. Each deacon reported on contacts made with families on their list;
each was given copies of all lists for reference. Chuck Boyd reported on a recent visit with the pastor to a
member in need. The budget, income and expenses, submitted by Treasurer Patsy Brown, was reviewed
and discussed. The deacons voted to accept Patsy’s offer to continue as Treasurer. The Moderator will
communicate with her about requests/needs. We briefly discussed plans for the 150th anniversary
celebration. The pastor reinforced with the deacons how important their contact with members is and
encouraged reaching out to those who have been absent; and closed the meeting with prayer.

Worship for February
Sunday, February 7
“Souper” Bowl
Mark 1:21-28
Sunday, February 14
Transfiguration of the Lord
Mark 9:2-9
Theme for Lent: RETURN TO THE LORD

Sunday, February 21
First Sunday in Lent
150th Celebration Sunday
Mark 1:9-15
“Return to Good News”
Sunday, February 28
Second Sunday in Lent
Mark 8:31-38
“Return to Following”

Children’s Activity

Congregational Meeting
Thank you to those who attended the congregational meeting on Sunday, January 10, 2021. Cathy Meyer
was approved by the members of the congregation to be our called pastor. Many thanks to Pete Steyn and
the Pastor Nominating Committee for their prayerful and diligent search. Also to Rev. Frank Jump for
acting as Moderator for the meeting.

High School Sunday School Class Lesson for February 2021
Please refer to your copy of “Jesus Calling” Devotional
Lesson: Puzzle Pieces
Verse- “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are My ways higher than your ways, and
My thoughts than your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:9
Read the message from Jesus to You found on page 14 in the devotional. The message that Jesus is sending
to You is this: Life can be like a box of puzzle pieces with the top missing. You look at your life and all you see
are the individual pieces, but Jesus, who knows all things and understands all things, sees the final picture of
your life. He knows how all the puzzle pieces join together – both the jagged pieces and the smooth pieces.
He wants you to trust him to show you how all those pieces fit together into a wonderful life.
Q. Can you identify some of the pieces of your life that are jagged and the ones that are smooth?
Q. Why can you trust God’s timing when it comes to putting the puzzle pieces of your life together?
Q. God tells us that His ways and thoughts are higher than ours. Does knowing this help you to trust
him to work in your life? How?
Challenge:
1. Remember that Jesus wants you to have life that is abundant.
2. Make a list of the areas of your life where you need to trust God more.
3. In prayer, ask God to help guide you in your daily walk with Him especially in the areas you
identified in #2.
Prayer- Lord, sometimes my life can be very puzzling. I know that you understand each piece of my life and
that is a great comfort. Help me to trust you more in putting the pieces of my life together, so that they
create a beautiful picture that reflects your love and care. Amen
Christian Education
Supporting the 2021 Souper Bowl of Caring
We can’t be together, but YOU can still give to the Souper Bowl of
Caring on February 7th, 2021. For many years the youth at Second
Pres. have collected for the Souper Bowl of Caring following worship.
The Congregation’s generosity over the years reflects the deep
commitment this church has to mission and to helping those who are
hungry. During this time of Covid-19, more people are finding
themselves in need of help to put food on the table or to just have an
individual meal. Your support of this effort will help feed and provide
needed help to so many in this community. That’s right, your
donation will stay here in Chattanooga! The entire donation will go to
the Community Kitchen. Please give! The need has never been greater. Send your donation to the Christian
Education Committee at Second Presbyterian Church. Checks should be made payable to Second
Presbyterian Church, and please make a note that it is for the Youth Souper Bowl of Caring. The Youth will
collect donations till February 14.
Don’t “pass” up the opportunity to give.
We can “tackle” hunger together.
Make it a “goal” to donate today.
Just “handoff” your check to the church.
Help us “score” big against hunger.
In a “snap” we can all help individuals get fed.
Join the “team” and let’s “beat” hunger in our community.
We all “win” the Souper Bowl when we show we care.

