150th Anniversary of Second Presbyterian Church
On September 3, 1871, the Charter for Second Presbyterian Church was signed. 2021 marks
the Sesquicentennial, or 150th, Anniversary of the Church’s Charter.
In recognition of this event in the life of our Church, January 2021 will begin a nine-month
celebration of the 150th Anniversary of Second Presbyterian Church. Church members,
friends, neighbors, and community leaders were recently mailed information regarding this
important Celebration. Included in the mailing were details of the celebration along with a
church decal and a magnet with important dates on it.
The official kick off to the Celebration is Sunday, January 17, 2021. The 150th Celebration will
conclude on Homecoming Weekend, Sept 3-5, 2021. In between will be a variety of special
Sunday Services, Wednesday Night programs as well as other planned activities.
Please join us as we Celebrate 150 years of serving God in the downtown community and as
we prayerfully consider the future of our Church’s mission and service for the next 150 years!
150th Anniversary Steering Committee:
Sandy Franklin, Scott Miller, Suzanne Rushworth, Norma Witherspoon

January Birthdays
3 Ron Smith
3 Jack Marshall
6 Tiffany Snodgrass
6 Michael Jones
8 Jill Helton
10 Karen Maynard
10 Paul Hesselink
13 Guelda Troxler

13 Karin Huntley
14 Debbie Riley
14 Linda May
14 Rebecca Snodgrass
17 Charly Brown
18 Glenn Griner
20 Chloelyn Langston
20 Noah Bartholomew

Grandson Zach, daughter Wendy and daughters in
medical field.
Rachel Simmons
Donlee Roberson
Peyton Eddington (Granddaughter of Susan Vance)
Daughter Katie (Unspoken Prayer Request)
Carlton Thomas

22 Scott Miller
23 Stephanie Carney
23 The Rev. Frank Jump
25 Kelsey Shipley
25 Kandace Shipley
25 Al Greene, III
29 Grady Wade
31 Matthew Carbone

Sandy Norris Smith and her sister, Connie Foster.
The Harris Family (Family of Susan Vance)
Dana Martin and Family
Kent Dailey and Family
Ed DeRosset
Jeanne Janney
Our country and the world

Celebrating 150 Years
Serving Christ in Downtown Chattanooga
1871 - 2021
Happy Anniversary, Second Pres! This year marks our 150th and we are celebrating! Our church was
founded on September 4, 1871 and here we are – 150 years later! We can look forward to hearing
from members and many others who will share the rich history of Second and God’s faithfulness.
“Serving Christ in Downtown Chattanooga since 1871.” This phrase is on our small pamphlet,
letterhead and publications. It says a lot about us. We are serving. Any visitor to the church
building this month was witness to that. Boxes of food and clothing, a tree with scarves and hats, a
changing table full of baby blankets gave witness to this congregation’s serving. In all of that giving,
it is Christ we serve. A stained glass window in our chapel memorializes one who gave her life to His
service.
We are here in downtown Chattanooga…and have been for a long time! We have seen this area
grow and change, including the location of our own church. People and structures and streets have
come and gone. Yet downtown is still our community. The need to be a presence and have an
active outreach continues. I am hopeful that the downtown will be our primary place of ministry
and mission in the coming years.
In 1871, Ulysses S. Grant was President. Fire burned most of Chicago. The United States was
recovering from the Civil War. People were displaced, cities were destroyed, an economy was
unstable, racial tensions were prevalent despite emancipation. Second Presbyterian was founded
amidst all these events. Fourteen charter members! Hope – in spite of difficult circumstances and
uncertainty – was made real.
This is our legacy. This is what we will build on. Service to Christ in downtown Chattanooga until
2171! Let us be about equipping the saints for the work of ministry, asking “When did we see you?”
And let us develop this legacy for generations to come.
In grace, with love,
Cathy

Office Manager: Susan Vance

WORSHIP FOR JANUARY
Sunday, January 3
John 1:1-18
“Beginnings”

Sunday, January 17
150th Anniversary Kick-Off Celebration

Sunday, January 10
Congregational Meeting
Communion
11:00am in the church parking lot
Mark 1:4-11
“Fully Immersed”

Sunday, January 24
John 1:43-51
“Call the Disciples”
Sunday, January 31
Mark 1:14-20
“Unclean Spirits”

Session News
The Session met by Zoom on Sunday, Dec.13. The Moderator opened with prayer and shared the
lyrics of a hymn with special meaning for her. Deacon Chuck Boyd reported on responding to
deaths amongst our family members and assistance for one request. Sandy Franklin reviewed the
treasurer’s report and Mike Morrison went through the 2021 budget. The pastor’s terms of call,
staff raises, funds for technology equipment and instrumentalists were added. An update was
given on pledges received. Emily Cammon reviewed minutes from November’s meeting and a
change in membership. The Moderator initiated discussion of setting a congregational meeting and
ballot, shared a request for parking space and offer of Bibles from St. Paul’s, asked for a change in
the terms of call salary and housing allocations, and requested committee chairs set goals for 2021.
The Moderator also shared plans to meet with the new officers and said goodbye, with many
thanks, to Elders Natasha Condra and Matt Carbone. The Session joined in commending both for
their work. Charly Brown updated us on plans for worship through 2020. The building will remain
closed. Sandy Franklin reported on exciting plans for the 150th anniversary celebration. The
Moderator reminded the Session that meetings are open to church members. Beverly Steyn closed
the meeting with prayer.

The Longest Night

We Remember Our Loved Ones...

The winter solstice, December 21, marked the longest
night of the year. For those who’ve lost a loved one, it
is a reminder that any night can feel like the longest
night.
With respect and love, we remember those we’ve lost in 2020:
Robinson Family
Carolyn Agnew
Donlee Roberson and Natasha Condra
Gary Noblitt and Family
Sandy Franklin and Family
Al Greene, III
Baskette Family
Lyle and Emily Cammon
Cathy Lamb, Bobbie Martin, John Doyle,
and Family
Dana Martin and Family
Kent Dailey and Family

Teresa Robinson
Marilyn Chadwick, Sister
Todd Roberson, Son and Brother
Sister-In-Law
Louise DiCorpo, Mother
Son
Mike Baskette
Richard Bicknell, Uncle
Susan Smyser Lamb, Mother
Rev. Sullins M. Lamb, Father
Kenny Martin, Husband
Janet Dailey, Mother

2021 Calendars for Tennessee Hospitalized Veterans Donation Update
One hundred and twenty-three calendars were delivered to the Veterans Office here in
Chattanooga. Seventy-two of those calendars were donated by members of Second Presbyterian
Church. The Chattanooga office will keep some for local Veterans whom they serve. The remaining
calendars will be delivered to the Veterans Hospital in Murfreesboro. Thank you for your support of
this project again this year!

A Pastor Is Selected!
After much prayer and a lengthy sorting process, the Pastor Nominating Committee has selected
Cathy Meyer to be the eleventh pastor of Second Presbyterian Church! Cathy and the PNC met
with the Presbytery of East Tennessee’s Committee on Ministry and approval of the call to her was
granted.

Presbyterian Women 2020 Thank Offering
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 2020 THANK OFFERING. A total of $900.00 was
donated. These donations will combine with others around the world to support the 12
organizations (national and international) designated as this year’s recipients of the Thank Offering.
One of those recipients is in our Synod of Living Waters - LifeHouse Maternity Home in Louisville,
KY. Please know that your gift will make a difference in the lives of so many. We offer our Thanks
for your support.

Our congregation is set to approve this nomination at a meeting called by the Session for January
10, 2021. The presbytery as a whole must also approve the call when they meet on February 13. If
approval there is granted, an installation date and commission can also be set. Congratulations to
the Pastor Nominating Committee, Cathy and Second Presbyterian Church for this historic choice!

Giving Tree Update
PW wants to thank everyone that helped fill the Giving Tree again this year. Over 128 items (hats,
gloves, socks, scarves) were delivered to Northside Neighborhood House. The staff there will
distribute the items to women, men, and children as needed over the winter months.

Beginning
A synonym for beginning is “start.” A new year is
often the time when we think of beginning or
starting new. Sometimes we make resolutions or
we just have the feeling that with a new year will
come opportunities to begin or start fresh. I get
that and I, too, see that a new year offers lots of
possibilities. Who isn’t ready to say goodbye to
2020? I would argue, however, that every day is a
new beginning, a new start with lots of possibilities,
and provides opportunities to live out our faith and
do what Jesus commanded: “Follow me.” Each day
gives us the opportunity to be present in the
moments of connecting with God, our fellow human
beings, and ourselves.
If we begin each day with a fresh start, imagine
what the year 2021 might look like!
In this New Year with all its promise, let’s commit
ourselves to beginning/starting each day with the
confidence that God is at work, and He wants us to
be a part of that work. How exciting it can be to
greet each day with expectation and that feeling of
starting new!
Happy New Year to all - One Day at a Time
Suzanne Rushworth- Deut. 31:8
PW Moderator
PW News
Giving
Presbyterian Women are pleased that we were able
to donate to the following organizations at the end
of 2020: The Community Kitchen, Hope House at
UTC, Welcome Home, Red Cross, Salvation Army,
the Food Bank, Northside Neighborhood House,
Room in the Inn, the Red Bank Food Pantry, and
Beloved Woman.
One of our special end-of-the-year donations was to
Newton Community Center in memory of our
faithful PW member, Teresa Robinson. Teresa was a
former PW moderator and treasurer. She served on
the Newton Community Center Board for many
years. The Center was dear to her heart. What
better way to remember our faithful friend than to
donate to the organization that she loved and
served. We miss her.

Meeting
The first Zoom meeting for PW in 2021 will be
Monday 10:30 a.m. January 4th. This gathering will
be for Bible Study only. We continue our study,
“Into the Light - Finding Hope Through Prayers of
Lament.” We will be studying Lesson 4: “Lamenting
Death.”
Our Business meeting by Zoom will be the following
Monday 10:30 a.m. January 11th.
If you want to join the Zoom meetings by Zoom or
phone, please contact Suzanne (423) 267-5451 and
she will help you attend this meeting. As we have
said before, if you have a phone you can join us.
Looking Ahead
PW has several activities planned for 2021. There is
no way of really knowing what these first few
months will be like. We will continue to meet for
Bible Study and Business each month.
February - annual Ladies Luncheon
April - Presbyterian Women’s Sunday
May - Birthday Offering
January through September 3-5, 2021, 150th
Church 9 month celebration
The vaccine is such good news (a miracle
considering how quickly it was created and
approved). It gives the hope we all have been
yearning for throughout this pandemic! We still
need to be vigilant with masks, social distancing,
and washing our hands. PW plans will adjust as
needed.
Supporting
Please remember to support 2nd Pres. PW. The
reason we were able to give so generously at the
end of 2020 was because of the faithful Second Mile
giving by PW and others who support our work. The
Hunger Fund, Least Coin, and our quarterly pledge
to Presbyterian Women of East Tennessee still
continue as offerings of PW in 2021. Thank you for
your faithfulness in supporting PW at Second
Presbyterian.

Come On Everybody...We Can Do It!
You can still turn in your pledge card by filling out the card at home, photographing it and emailing the
photo to the church at office@secondpreschattanooga.org. No need to use a stamp and mail or leave your
house and hand deliver.
Our 2021 goal is 55 families pledging $150,000!
As of 12-31-2020—We have 41 families with pledges totaling $144,360

Congregational Meeting and Communion
Everyone is welcome to attend the annual congregational meeting on Sunday, January 10, at
11am in the church parking lot at 700 Pine Street. Pete Steyn, Chair of the PNC, will report to the
congregation the results of their prayerful discernment. We will share a brief communion worship
service, safely distanced.
Rev. Cathy Meyer, our Interim, is the PNC's choice! If elected by the members of the congregation,
she will then be recommended for approval by our Presbytery at their next meeting. The COM
(Committee on Ministry) already met and unanimously approved her candidacy and the terms of
call, as required before the congregational meeting.
Deacon News
The Deacons met at the church on Sunday, November 22. All were present (Cathy Lamb, Barbara Bye,
Chuck Boyd, Patsy Brown, Nancy Snodgrass, Robby Carney, Cathy Meyer) Moderator Cathy Lamb opened
with prayer. Barbara Bye took minutes. Patsy Brown gave the Treasurer’s report. The Deacons discussed
recent responses to deaths of church family members after discovering that there was a need for
clarification. The Deacons determined that flowers and a monetary gift would be provided from their
funds. Deacons were also encouraged to recognize other church members’ milestones and respond
similarly. Reports were given on member contacts by each deacon and some discussion was held around
individuals needing special care. Several concerns and possible solutions were offered. There was no
consensus about what to do pending more information. The Deacons sadly said goodbye to Patsy Brown,
Treasurer, who is rotating off the board after faithful and responsible service.

Thank you Church Officers!
Thanks to church officers rotating off their terms for their time, energy and commitment to the work of
ministry at Second Presbyterian. Thank you to Elder Natasha Condra, Elder Matt Carbone and
Deacon Patsy Brown.
Welcome New Officers!
We welcome our new church officers: Elder Dave Franklin, Elder Gigi Peaslee and Deacon Brenda Carter.
We know they will live up to the challenge and commitment of serving at Second Presbyterian.

Second Presbyterian Church Treasurer’s Report
Report ending November 2020
Pledges this month:
$13,416
Pledges January-November
$116,382
Budgeted for 2020:
$145,140.00

Children’s Page

High School Sunday School Class
Welcome 2021! “The year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning but a going on,” Hal Borland. Let me
encourage each of you to “go on.” Move into 2021 with excitement and expectation, knowing that God is
already there!
Our Sunday School lessons for the first few months will be based on the devotional book you received from
me recently, “Jesus Calling for Teens: 50 Devotions to Grow in Your Faith.”
I hope you will commit to reading one at the beginning of each week and letting its message guide you for
that week. Be sure and read the introduction. Each devotional is only one page long and is written from the
perspective of Jesus speaking to you. A scripture verse accompanies each devotional. I am going to focus on
the following topics in the months ahead: January- “Making the Grade”- page 50, February-“Puzzle Pieces” page 14, March-“Rock Solid”- page 74
Lesson for January 2021
Making the Grade
Verse- “For it is by GRACE, you have been saved,
through FAITH - and this not from yourselves,
it is the GIFT of God - not by works,
so that no one can boast”
Ephesians 2:8-9
Read the message from Jesus to YOU found on page 50 in the devotional. The message that Jesus is sending
to YOU is this: There are many things you get graded on in life, BUT Jesus says “I don’t keep score.” In Jesus’
eyes you don’t need to worry about making the grade, because he says you are MY child and it’s A+ all the
way.”
Q- How does that message make you feel?
Q- What do you want your response to be to this loving, accepting, forgiving Jesus who does not keep score
or grade? Remember that “ His light of love shines on you always no matter what?”
Challenge:
1. Think about this wonderful gift of Grace from God to YOU through Jesus in the coming days.
2. Then think about ways you can show your gratitude.
3. Then “go on” and show your gratitude every day in 2021!
Prayer –Thank you, Lord, that I do not have to earn a grade or points to be loved and accepted by you. You
have said that you do not keep score. Not ever! Guide me in this new year to reflect in my life the gratitude
for your gift of Grace. Help me live each day sharing your love and message of Grace to all those who will
cross my path. Amen.
Congratulations!
Congratulations to Emma Maynard for her successful golf season this past fall. In addition to playing on the
GPS golf team, Emma played on Sneds Tour girls 12-18 and won that division.
Support Youth Event - The “Souper” Bowl of Caring
The annual Souper Bowl of Caring 2021 Sunday is February 7, 2021. Following worship (if we are meeting at
church) the Youth will be in the back of the Sanctuary with soup bowls to collect cash/check donations from
members of the Congregation who would like to support the Souper Bowl of Caring. This year the entire
donation will again go to our local Community Kitchen. If you write a check please make it out to Second
Presbyterian Church and earmark it for the “Souper Bowl.” If you cannot be at worship or we are still not
meeting in person, please mail your donation to the church. The need has never been greater.
Thank you, The Youth and Christian Education Committee

