NEWSLETTER DEADLINE!!
Beginning in August, the deadline for submissions to the monthly newsletter
will be by the 20th of each month. I will send out an email each month as a
reminder that the deadline is approaching. In order for the newsletter to be
completed and mailed out in time, this deadline is necessary.
Thank you so much for all that you do!
Susan Vance, Office Manager
Worship for July
Sunday, July 5
“Being the Church: Under the Yoke”
Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Sunday, July 12
“The Parable of the Sower”
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
Sunday, July 19
“The Parable of Weeds and Wheat”
Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
Special Guest
Sunday, July 26
“The Parable of the Mustard Seed”
Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52

Friends,
We’ve been considering in our worship time these past few weeks what it means to “be the church.”
Right now, with the funk brought on by staying apart and staying masked; and the strife in our nation
brought on by injustice and irresponsible independence; and disturbing incidents worldwide, being the
church seems to be even more challenging.
In the New Testament, we glimpse how those early Christians were “trying on” their new life in
Christ. For most of them, the changes were radical departures from their former patterns of life.
Moreover, the early Christians daily faced the subtle pressures of the pagan world as well as the threats of
oppression and death, so living the new life was a struggle for them. That is why we find repeated
encouragement and challenge from the leaders in the church to stay faithful: “Put off your old nature which
belongs to your former manner of life…and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and put on the new
nature , created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness” (Eph. 4). Or this word: “Do
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds…” Romans 12
Temptations, frustrations, and pressures describe what we live with today. Being the church can be
easily compromised and betrayed. In fact, it may be as difficult – if not more so – to live out life in our day
than it was in the first century. The pressures are more subtle, the temptations are cloaked with
respectability, and the gray areas of compromise are almost the norm. It is neither easy nor simple to
translate our commitment to Christ into the living of our days. It does not happen instantaneously or
automatically, but it is instead a process of growth and development, including reversals, retreats, detours,
beginning over, and moving ahead. We need such an understanding of our journey at the very outset
because there are those who claim otherwise, who promote the new life in Christ as a kind of idyllic state of
spiritual perfection in which there are no doubts, uncertainties, or times of falling away. Such claims are
simply not true. So we pray.
Give me, O Lord, humility, patience, justice, temperance. Give me the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and godliness.
Make me ever to seek Thy face with all my heart, all my soul, all my mind; grant me to
have a contrite and humbled heart in Thy presence- to prefer nothing to Thy love. Most
high and eternal Strength, deliver me; most high and eternal Fortitude, assist me; most
high and incomprehensible Light, illuminate me; most high and infinite Mercy, have
mercy on me. Amen.
In grace, with love,
Cathy

Office Manager: Susan Vance

The doors of our building will remain closed...the church is open!
Session News
The Session has determined that given the continued rising numbers of virus cases in our city, we
will remain closed to all church activities through August 2, 2020. Your elders, deacons and interim
pastor are especially holding us and our community in prayer.
Report on General Assembly
Presbyterians will not gather for the assembly in person in Baltimore in June,
but the assembly will convene on Friday, June 19, 2020. These sessions will
be conducted online, hosted in a secure environment. Commissioners,
advisory delegates and corresponding members will join the sessions from
their homes, offices or other safe spaces using their own computer, tablet or
smart phone. The General Assembly was scheduled to be held June 20-27.
The convention center has converted space into a field hospital for infected
patients. As in a physical General Assembly, commissioners will have voice
and vote and advisory delegates will be polled before the commissioner vote; corresponding
members will have voice. The theme of this 224th General Assembly is “From Lament to
Hope.” (Lamentations 5)
The assembly will take place over three days; Friday, June 19th; and also on Friday and Saturday,
June 26th and 27th.
Details are still being worked out, but the plan includes:
• Question and answer session (town hall gathering) for moderator candidates followed by the
election of a new moderator/co-moderators on Friday, June 19th.
• Opening worship, two plenaries on Friday, June 26th
• Critical business, three plenaries, including stated clerk election and budget, on Saturday, June
27th.
The original budget for this assembly was just north of $2.8 million. A virtual assembly should cost
less than $100,000. However, even with these savings, we still expect to have to utilize reserves to
meet the demands of the 2020 budget. Due to the implication of COVID-19 on revenue, we
anticipate a 25 percent reduction in per capita income from presbyteries. This loss could total more
than $2.7 million for 2020.
Elona Street-Stewart, executive of the Synod of Lakes and Prairies and member of the Delaware
Nanticoke tribe, was elected co-moderator of the 224th General Assembly last Saturday. She is the
first indigenous person to be elected moderator of the PCUSA. She was elected alongside the Rev.
Gregory Bentley, an African-American pastor who leads Fellowship Presbyterian Church in
Huntsville, Alabama. “The world needs a church that has no fear over its diversity,” stated StreetStewart. Street-Stewart and Bentley were installed by the 223rd General Assembly co-moderators
the Rev. Cindy Kohlmann, Ruling Elder Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri, and the PC(USA) General Assembly
Stated Clerk the Rev. J. Herbert Nelson, II.
Lionel Hodges, member of Renaissance Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, served as a presbytery
representative to this year’s assembly. Please keep the work of the moderators, Office of the
General Assembly and future of our denomination in prayer.

Children’s Page!

Greetings to all PW,
Just a reminder that we are all in this
together… even as we are apart.
Keep calling, emailing, texting and mailing
friends and family- especially those who are
isolated during this time. As things begin to
open up please be careful and be sure to follow
the CDC guidelines. Jesus tells us that everyone
is our neighbor, so in these times, let’s focus on
being good neighbors when we do go out, i.e.
wear a mask and practice social distancing.
The Birthday Offering total was $800.00!
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this
special offering.
The Bible Study for 2020-2021, “Into the
Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament,”
has arrived and as I mentioned in June it looks
really interesting and engaging. My plans are to
distribute the Bible Study books sometime in
August. I will either mail or deliver the study to

you. If you do not attend the Circle meetings but
would still like a copy of the Bible Study, please
call me. (423-267-5451).
Let me encourage each PW to check out the
PW website www.presbyterianwomen.org .
There is so much good information regarding the
work of PW. Topics you will find include recent
book reviews (also in Horizon Magazine), lots of
resources for PW groups and individuals, Hunger
Program, plans for the National Meeting next
summer and the report of the Women’s
Antiracism Committee.
In closing, let’s all remember that working
for justice and creating a caring and inclusive
community is one of the belief statements of
Presbyterian Women. I am praying that the Lord
will show each of us what we can do to make the
world a better place for all.
To God be the Glory, Suzanne – PW Moderator

REMINDERS
Don’t forget to save calendars that you will soon be getting in the mail for the 2021 Calendar Project
for Hospitalized Veterans of Tennessee. You can leave them at the church or give them to Suzanne
Rushworth. The collection will continue until Veterans Day November 11, 2020.
If you haven’t already-please be sure and complete the 2020 census.
Deacons Activity
April meeting: The Deacons had a member request $400 the first part of 2020. We were able to
provide the gift as well as a baby gift to the Hunters. As of April 30, the fund had $984. Patsy will
check with Sandy and Mona to learn the process of obtaining funds from donations. The Deacon
funds are available to church members in need on a case by case basis. Deacon members of 2020
feel we're actively caring for and contacting our members and previous attendees list. Patsy
attended the May session meeting and learned the process of requesting funds for our cause.
June meeting: Reopening church was discussed but awaiting session to confirm possibly
August. Some attendees would like to get the newsletter by mail while we're closed. Anyone can
contact Susan Vance and she will be glad to mail. If you get a newsletter and typically toss out,
please consider simply leaving it somewhere along your daily activities for someone to enjoy and in
turn, may consider coming to our church. Cathy Lamb plans to attend the Session meeting of July
12. The next Deacons meeting will be Aug 9, again possibly via zoom. Congregation, please
remember to contact your deacon if you have a need.

Interim Pastor Goes to Full-Time
As Cathy increases her hours with us, she looks forward to having more time to be in touch with you
and get to know the neighborhood around Second Pres. She and Ken are renting an apartment
nearby which will allow her to see more of downtown Chattanooga and commute from Dalton less
often. She plans to be at the office as well as getting out to see you (waving from her car), our
mission agencies, business and residential neighbors, all behind a mask! I’d love to talk with you at
a safe distance, whenever it works. Please call me, 330-317-4077, or the church office, 423-2662828. Susan will have my schedule. I’m honored to serve God with you!
Online Sunday Services
Cathy, Kevin and David have been recording Sunday services on Thursday mornings. If you have a
prayer request that you would like included, please call the church office at 423-266-2828, email
office@secondpreschattanooga.org or you can call or text Cathy at 330-317-4077 by 10:00 AM
Thursday morning.
New Opportunities to Connect!
Two new opportunities to connect with one another will begin in July. “Christ Connect” will be a
brief, different kind of worship on Wednesdays, 7:00 PM, starting July 15th. It will be posted to the
church website like our Sunday services for you to click on. “Cathy Chat” will be offered on Tuesdays
at 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM, starting July 14th. Please call Susan at 423.266.2828 for a Zoom link or
phone number. Dial in and connect with friends and church family! Updates, special guests and
prayer in twenty minutes or less. Hope you will take part in some refreshment for our souls.
Pastor Nominating Committee
The PNC has interviewed a designated candidate recommended by the Presbytery. We’ve decided
to go forward with the process and have submitted the Minister Information form to interview
other candidates. During this unsettling time, we will attempt to meet with candidates for a
personal interview. Thank you all for your patience and support of this process.
We Need You!
We are in need of members to send out “other occasion” cards for things such as illnesses,
anniversaries, deaths, etc. These cards should include a hand written note to give it the personal
touch. The Worship Chair, Charly Brown, will be doing the Birthday cards. The cards, stamps,
addresses and dates are available in the church office. Please contact Charly Brown at
stuffingbirds@gmail.com or Susan at office@secondpreschattanooga.org to participate.
Bulletin and Newsletter Mailings!
If you would like to receive in the mail a hard copy of the weekly Order of Worship or the monthly
Newsletter, please contact Susan at office@secondpreschattanooga.org or call 423.266.2828.
Wednesday Morning Tai Chi
William "John" Johnson has weekly Zoom meetings for Tai Chi on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 AM.
If you are interested please contact him at johnjohnson@appliedtaiji.com for more information.
Second Presbyterian Church Treasurer’s Report
Thru May
Budget
Pledges
$56,320
$145,140
Other Contributions
$13,237.46
$25,000
Other Income
$99,165.45
$371,613.85
Total
$166,722.91
$541,753.85

July Birthdays
2 Susan Lipford
2 Jason Murr
4 Mark A. Davis
5 Tyler Cavin
9 Mark Asciolla
13 Emma Jane Cavin
13 Emily Cammon
15 David Helwig
16 Jean Helwig

17 Gary Maynard
19 Steve Troxler
20 Gabriel Jones
21 Michael Morrison
22 Emily Asciolla
26 Gigi Peaslee
28 Robert Janney
28 Wendy Lawson
30 Dr. Kevin Ford

High School Sunday School Class
As your teacher I want to encourage each one of you to take time everyday to look around and
see the many blessings in your life and to thank God for them. With the pandemic, tornadoes and
social unrest, it is very easy to be depressed and feel hopeless about the world. If we will take that
moment everyday to see the good around us, it will help each of us adjust our perspectives. If as
Christians, we are going to be “in the world but not of the world” we must recognize (as Sam said to
Frodo in the Lord of the Rings) “there is some good in the world, Mr. Frodo, and it is worth fighting
for!”
Once we are reminded that there is good in the world and that God is with us-then we must
continue to do our part to keep people safe from Covid-19, pray for and help those who have lost so
much from the tornadoes and work for a just and a caring inclusive community.
Soon we will discover the many blessings that come from seeing the good and fighting for it
every day.
In His Service, Suzanne
No lesson on “The Name of God” this month. BUT…
Can you match the description to the correct Biblical Character?
Old Testament
Who built the walls of Jerusalem after captivity?
Who raised a rebellion against his father, King David?
Which king of Babylon took Jerusalem & burned the temple?
What king married Jezebel, a wicked and idolatrous woman?
What queen saved the lives of all the Jews in the Persian Empire?
To what king did the handwriting on the wall appear?
Who said “Am I my brother’s keeper?”
New Testament
Of whom was it said that from a child he had known the Holy Scriptures?
Who took his nephew Mark and sailed for Cyprus to preach the gospel?
Who said “I believe thou art the Christ, the Son of God which should come into the world?”
Who baptized an officer of Queen Candace?
Who speaks of Jesus as “the carpenter?”
Who openly rebuked the Sanhedrin for the murder of Jesus?
To whom did Jesus say “feed my sheep?”
Answers to the high school Sunday School class matching Biblical characters:
Old Testament—Nehemiah Absalom Nebuchadnezzar Ahab Esther Belshazzar Cain
New Testament—Timothy Barnabas
Martha Philip Mark Stephen Peter

Guardian Angels Revealed
It is time to “reveal” the individuals who have
At this time the CE Committee wants to reveal
been the faithful Guardian Angels to our youth
to YOU who the Guardian Angels have been this
(middle-high school) this year. The Guardian
year. We are grateful to each of them for the
Angel Program is sponsored by the Christian
time, effort and love they have given to our
Education Committee. The purpose of the
youth this year.
Guardian Angel Program is to help our youth
Guardian Angels 2019-2020
build relationships with the Church and to grow Natasha Condra in their faith, understanding and commitment to
Guardian Angel to Lillie Carney
Jesus Christ. It is our prayer that this special
Sandy Franklin attention will lay a foundation that we believe
Guardian Angel to Sophia Bean
the Lord will honor for many years in the lives of
these youth.
Nancy Johnson Working with an information sheet filled out
Guardian Angel to Sasha Carbone
by each youth, the Guardian Angels
Diane Justice communicated with their youth and prayed for
Guardian Angel to Graham Marshall
them throughout the year. The identity of the
Karen Maynard Guardian angel remained a secret.
Guardian Angel to Jeffry Collins
In early May the Christian Education
committee typically sponsors a breakfast during Rick Rushworth the Sunday School hour for the Guardian Angels
Guardian Angel to Heath Snodgrass
to “reveal” themselves to the youth they have
Suzanne Rushworth secretly been communicating with and praying
Guardian Angel to Marilyn Bean
for since September. That gathering did not take
Kim Tyler place this year due to the pandemic.
Guardian Angel to Emma Maynard
In June the Guardian Angels communicated
with their youth and “revealed” their identity to
them.

Ann O’Connell
Rachel Simmons
Peyton Eddington (Granddaughter of Susan Vance)
Donlee Roberson and Family
Joyce Harrison (Debbie Barnes’ Aunt)
Betty Spaulding
Edwin Dale

Carolyn Agnew
Dana Martin
William Harris (Friend of Susan)
The men of St. Matthew’s Shelter
Members of PNC
Our country and the world
Prayers for justice and peace

