Senior High Sunday School Class
Well congratulations to all for completing
another school year, and YES it is one that you
will not soon forget! Go ahead and pat yourself
on the back for “stepping up” to this difficult
time of online learning and having school at
home and sometimes on Zoom. You are now
and forever a unique group. You share this
“school year pandemic” experience with
students everywhere. All the students who
“stepped up to the plate” during the pandemic
and went to school while at home and made it
work are to be praised! Sure it was hard and
yes, you missed a lot this last semester but you
did it. You have shown all of us, and yourself,
that “You are braver than you believe, Stronger
than you seem, and Smarter than you thought.”
We are proud of YOU! I hope you can have some
fun this summer while following the guidelines
that keep you and everyone else safe.

Second Presbyterian Church
700 Pine Street
Chattanooga, TN 37402

Here is a name for God that is part of our
study, “Knowing God by His Names,” that I think
fits well with this time.
Elohim
Before there was anything, there was
God. The English name, God, in the Old
Testament is usually a translation of the Hebrew
name, “Elohim,” meaning “omnipotent power.”
It appears in the very first sentence of the Bible
and refers to the Lord’s absolute dominion over
the whole universe. It refers to his creative
power as well as his authority and sovereignty.
God’s power goes beyond any force in the whole
universe. In these difficult and challenging
times, it is such a comfort that even though we
don’t always know the how or why of
circumstances, we do know the WHO that has
the authority over it all and his name is Elohim!
See you in Sunday School
Till then, remember Deut.31:8
Suzanne

from the desk of

C athy
The miracle of Pentecost was the gift of the Holy Spirit to timid and perplexed disciples. Isn’t
that where we find ourselves today? All of our sheltering-in has had a somewhat counterproductive effect on sharing the Good News! Instead of speaking other languages, we have been
forced to speak no language, staying in our homes and speaking less and less to anyone at all. It’s
quite a challenge to muster the energy to make a difference in our community and the world when
we are isolated, apart and lacking motivation to do anything but “get through this.”
The disciples, too, were hunkered down. They had some resurrection appearances from Jesus
and so the assurance that he was alive and with them, even though in a different way. But without
His leadership, His instruction, His purpose, what were they to do? He set the pace, He went from
town to town, He had the agenda for every day. Now what? How were they to pick up where He
left off? Furthermore, taking up His cause, standing up for those He cared about, preaching another
kingdom, was dangerous. They were tired and dejected, alone together. It sounds familiar.
Perhaps our call right now is to listen more than speak. Turn off our TV’s, laptops and cell
phones, turn off all the words – and war of words – that invade us every day. Listen to the wind, the
stillness, the small voice within. What thoughts, what ideas, what Word might emerge if we gather
our hearts and wait again for the Spirit? Perhaps there are new languages we need to hear. Perhaps
the Holy Spirit yearns to expose us to experiences previously unknown to us, connecting us with
people we assume have nothing in common with us.

Pentecost invites us to throw out the usual, the predictable, the possible…and entertain the
unimaginable. If we used this time of home-boundedness to open ourselves to the Spirit’s
upheaval, what new dreams and visions might be revealed? Will the inertia brought on by this
pandemic dampen the flames of our passion? Or will we allow the Spirit to blow through us with
radical enthusiasm and wild creativity that prompts onlookers to think we’re drunk!
Let’s toast to imagination! Let’s toast to all things being possible! Let’s tune in for what God
wants to reveal. Expect. Anticipate. God still speaks in a multitude of languages, hoping that we
will listen…and hear.

Office Manager: Susan Vance

The doors of our building will remain closed...the church is open!
Session News
The Session has determined that given the rising numbers of virus cases in our city, we will remain
closed to all church activities through June. Your elders, deacons and interim pastor are especially
holding us and our community in prayer.

Guess Who Is Behind The Mask?
Out of consideration for each other, more than likely everyone will be asked to wear a face mask
when we come back to worship together in person. See if you can guess who some of these folks
are as they model some of their masks.
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COVID-19 Session News
To Open or Not To Open…
Friends,
We are all wondering when the church will open again. Your Session and Staff are especially
thinking and talking about this. We’re anxious to get together again. I am personally very aware of
how much I miss seeing you all! I’m not alone at all, to be sure.
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David Franklin
David Kling
Norm Oien
Rick Rushworth

Cathy Meyer
Natasha Condra
The Carneys
Barbara Bye

Charly Brown has been consulting with some of you, gathering input and information. Kevin Ford
has been researching the impact of singing. Office Manager Susan Vance is looking into supplies
and signage for our return. Many of the Knit Wits are making masks. We are doing our best to
make an informed decision and be ready with what we will need for our first gathering time. We’ve
been hoping that might be June!
Unfortunately, the numbers are not supporting this hope. Mayor Andy Berke recently
communicated this:
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Diane Justice
Sandy Franklin
Susan Lipford
Grady Wade
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Jeremy Lipford
Susan Vance
Suzanne Rushworth
Marcia Kling

So please be patient. We have to be safe, as safe as we can be. And please, in the meantime, let’s
continue to do as we are to connect: write, call, text, email, Facebook, face time, pray, listen. I
believe God is preparing us for something. I’m so grateful for thoughtful, caring, generous
members and friends who work and wait and watch to see what will emerge. Thank you for your
faithful witness and trust in the One who has led us for forty days on an ark; forty years in the
wilderness; forty days in the desert of temptation; fifty days before the Holy Spirit was
dispersed…and on we go.

5.
6.
7.
8.

With most of our membership in the “at risk” category, it just doesn’t seem wise to open our doors
yet. Even when we do, we must prepare for the reality that worship together is going to be
different for a while. Masks and safe distancing and sanitizer and disinfectant and drop-in offerings
and individual communion elements and one-way in and out and limited numbers are going to be
in place upon return. Our children and youth will likely be phased in. We’ll get to see each other…
but there won’t be handshakes, HUGS, sitting or talking near each other, singing joyfully or sharing
a common meal. All the things that make us…US!
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“According to the Health Department, we have set new single-day records for new positive
cases three times in the last ten days. Our local death toll has also tragically risen. This
should concern all of us. Our advice about how to keep you and your family safe is still to
stay home as much as you can, wear a mask and maintain distance from others if you must
go out, and wash your hands frequently. As the weather warms up and you’re tempted to
hang out at a park or attend a cookout with friends, please remember that you still have a
responsibility to keep yourself and those around you safe.” (May 26, 2020)

Interim Pastor
The Session also approved extending the covenant with Cathy Meyer to be Temporary Supply
(Interim) Pastor through Dec. 31. Cathy will go to full time starting July 1.
Greetings to all PW,
I hope everyone is continuing to stay safe
and following the guidelines of the CDC and our
local health officials.
I have a few updates to report. This
month I will be mailing our yearly Hunger Fund
donation to the Presbyterian Church USAHunger Program. The Hunger Program’s mission
is “to alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes.”
At each monthly PW Circle meeting, individuals
are given the opportunity to contribute to the
Hunger Fund. In June that “Second Mile Giving”
is sent to Louisville to support the Presbyterian
Hunger Program. This year PW will be sending $
200.00. This giving is something PW has been
doing in Circle for decades. In this pandemic
time we have been reminded of the hunger and
food deserts that exist right in our own city. In
response, PW has stepped up its donations to
the Food Bank, Salvation Army, the Red Bank
Food Pantry, UTC Student Emergency Fund, the
Red Cross, Northside Neighborhood House, and
other agencies/organizations that help meet the
needs of so many in this community including
food needs. The Presbyterian Church USA
Hunger Program, to date, has awarded 50 COVID
-19 grants! PW has always and will continue to
support efforts here at home and through the
national church to work towards a world where
no one goes hungry!
Thanks to all who have contributed to the
2020 PW Birthday Offering. Our Birthday
Offering Sunday was to be June 7. Despite not
being able to gather for the Birthday Offering
luncheon, our total collection right now is
around $600.00! If you would like to donate just
send your donation to our church office.

Please make the check out to Presbyterian
Women and indicate that it is for the Birthday
Offering. The donation check will be mailed the
middle of June. Again, thanks for your support
of this special PW offering.
When we will meet together again is still
unclear, so let me encourage you to finish up this
year’s Bible Study on the “10 Words.” When we
do gather again we will discuss the last few
“Words.” I will also introduce the new Bible
study for this year, “Into the Light: Finding Hope
Through Prayers of Lament” - art and text by
Lynn Miller. The study focuses on reviving lament
as a proper theological response to the difficult
situations of our world. From what I have seen
and read, it will be a very interesting study. I
have already ordered copies of the Bible Study
2020-2021, so when we do gather together, I will
have them to hand out.
In closing I’d like to share something I was
reminded of in one of my daily devotions during
this “staying apart time.” There are no small
acts of service. I hope we all have been able to
connect with others through calls, texts, Face
time, Zoom, letters, and prayers. These and
other ways are “really acts of service.” They may
seem small to us, but God values each of them.
Our mission and purpose as PW is to remember
and embrace this truth - we don’t have to do
great deeds to make a difference! Every time we
pray for justice in the world, every act of mercy
we show, each time we choose to put another’s
needs ahead of our own, and when we make the
effort to come together, while staying apart, the
world shifts a tiny bit for the good - and God is
pleased.
In His Service and to His Glory,
Suzanne Rushworth, PW Moderator

Online Sunday Services
Cathy, Kevin and David have been recording Sunday services on Thursday mornings. If you have a
prayer request that you would like included, please call the church office at 423-266-2828, email
office@secondpreschattanooga.org or you can call or text Cathy at 330-317-4077 by 10:00 AM
Thursday morning.
Pastor Nominating Committee
The PNC has continued to meet weekly to move our search forward. We’ve completed the Minister
Information form and it has been sent to our Presbytery representatives for approval. We expect to
forward to the Committee on Ministry in June. We’re staying the course but these virtual meetings
have been challenging. We’re considering alternative ways for our upcoming interviews to be in
person. We understand your concern and appreciate your support. Keep the faith.
Deacons Fund
This is just a reminder that the Deacons Fund is available to help all members in need of financial
assistance. Whether such need is due to COVID-19, the tornadoes, or something else, we are here to
help. The Deacons will review all requests discreetly in a case-by-case basis. Please contact me with
your request at cathylmb@yahoo.com or call me at 423-827-7051.

Also, if you would like to donate to the Deacons Fund, all such monies will be greatly appreciated.
Cathy Lamb
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Lauren Rowland
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Stephanie Marshall
Kevin Voy
Anne Weaver
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Amelia Willyerd
Barbara Bye
Carolann Haggard
John Marshall

Ann O’Connell
Rachel Simmons
Peyton Eddington (Granddaughter of Susan Vance)
Donlee Roberson and Family
Joyce Harrison (Debbie Barnes’ Aunt)
Betty Spaulding
Edwin Dale

Carolyn Agnew
Dana Martin
The men of St. Matthew’s Shelter
Members of PNC
Our country and the world
Prayers for justice and peace in Minneapolis

To the Faithful at Second Presbyterian Church...
I felt the need to respond to the events of
the past couple weeks. The murder of an
unarmed black man by a white police officer has
been difficult to see and hear about. Some of
what is difficult is that we KEEP seeing and
hearing about these kinds of events. Those of
us who are not persons of color have no idea
what it is like to live in this country where you,
too, are a citizen and taxpayer; yet are wellacquainted with “sheltering in” because for too
long it has not been safe to be a person of color
in most every community of this country. We
need to understand that the image of a white
man with his knee on a black man’s neck is the
symbol of what America has been like for
persons of color, especially African Americans…
not just in 2020, nor during the Civil Rights
movement, nor during the Civil War; but for 400
years. The Legacy Museum in Montgomery
displays this history of enslavement and racism.
While we do not condone violence in any
form, we have to look deeper at where this
comes from. An article (excerpts) by Mitch
Albom, author of “Tuesdays with Morrie,” and
writer for the Detroit Free Press, is one that I
found helpful.
“We were already heading into a long, hot
summer of death. Then a Minneapolis police
officer put his knee on the neck of an unarmed
black man and left it there until the man expired.
And suddenly, a nation afraid to gather in the
daylight began rushing en masse into the night.
From Minneapolis to Detroit to New York to
Atlanta, from Los Angeles to Kansas City to Las
Vegas and other cities. And yes, in some places
those gatherings turned violent and in some
places there was shooting and in some places
stores were burned and windows were smashed
and merchandise was stolen. And while all of
that is awful and wrong, to focus on it is to be
howling at the wrong moon.

Because this is about one life — but for black
people in this country, it’s never just one life. It’s
one life after another. These are some of the
words George Floyd can be heard
saying, pleading as he lay dying beneath the knee
of a white police officer for nearly nine minutes:
“I can’t breathe” ...“Please, the knee in my
neck” ...“My stomach hurts, my neck hurts,
everything hurts” ...“Don’t kill me” ...“Mama!”
Ask yourself if you could hear all that and
be indifferent for all that time. To an unarmed
man. To a man already in handcuffs. To a man
whose suspected “crime” was not threatening
anyone, not shooting anyone, not committing
any act of violence against anyone — but
possibly using a phony $20 bill at a convenience
store.
A phony $20 bill? And the man is dead? It’s
beyond comprehension. Beyond explanation. But
this is the pattern, the maddening pattern, that
so many of us who are not African American can
empathize with but never truly absorb. George
Floyd is not the first black man to die from a
white cop’s indifference. He’s not even the first
to die from a chokehold. When something
unforgivable happens over and over again, what
are people to do? Where does the grief and the
anger go?
You see where it goes. It goes to the
streets. Police officers charged with killing have
often received slaps on the wrist. So while Derek
Chauvin, the now-fired Minneapolis officer, has
finally been charged with third-degree murder
and second-degree manslaughter — which
together carry a maximum of 35 years in prison
— I imagine few in the black community hold out
hope for justice.

Faithful...Continued
One life after another. What can be done? Yes,
there are preventive steps. Eliminate chokeholds
and neck restraints from police force techniques.
Train more officers in recognizing mental illness.
Fire cops with multiple charges of abuse. But
how do you eliminate indifference? The image of
Chauvin with his knee on Floyd’s neck for
nearly nine minutes, ignoring his pain, ignoring
pleas from bystanders to let him up, to put him in
the car, to look at him and see his suffering —
quite frankly, to even acknowledge Floyd as a
human being — you can’t legislate that out of
someone. That’s in the heart. And in a nation
where our hearts are being pulled further away
from anyone who is not exactly like us — in race,
religion or political views — we can only pray for
a force strong enough to counter that.
Sometimes the ending of one person’s life
grabs as much attention as losing more than
100,000 others, because cruelty is more shocking

than arbitrary death. The sad truth for black
Americans is that there is often so little
difference.”
God, give us the courage to embrace our
own grief and anger at injustice; the strength to
resist violence; and the determination to stand
with our sisters and brothers of color in heart, in
prayer and in action, in solidarity with their
outrage; and in witness to the force that can
counter prejudice and hate.
If you would like to share your own
thoughts and feelings about this event, please
send your letter to the church office, 700 Pine St.,
Chattanooga, TN 37402. We will compile them
and send them to our sister congregation,
Renaissance Presbyterian. If you have ideas
about other ways we can respond, please speak
with Rick Rushworth (Fellowship), Paul Hesselink
(Education) or myself.
Thank you!
Cathy

Finance Updates
Business Improvement District – no updates. The church has not paid the BID Fee as the appeal on
the denial of our waiver request has received no response. Our Pastor met with the Executive
Director of the BID (at their invitation), at which time she reinforced Second Presbyterian’s
objections to being included in the BID.
Annual Audit – The Book of Order requires that an audit should be completed on an annual
schedule by an accountant or a committee of members familiar with financial matters. An ad hoc
audit committee was formed by Mr. Scott Miller to perform the audit. The audit has been
completed. The audit report was presented to the Pastor and the Church Treasurer, and reviewed
by the Finance Committee. The audit report and Finance Committee’s actions and
recommendations for addressing the findings therein will be presented at the June Session Meeting.
The Finance Committee commends the work of Mr. Miller and his committee in the preparation of a
thorough audit report. By performing as a committee of volunteers, they have set the example of
good stewardship by preserving the church’s resources for the mission of Jesus Christ in
Chattanooga.
Michael Morrison - PMP, Chair Budget, Finance, and Stewardship Committee
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