Congratulations!
Congratulations to our recent high school graduates.
Graham Marshall—Skyuka Hall.
Will attend Chattanooga State Community College
Sophia Peirano—The Baylor School.
Will attend Carnegie Mellon University

Celebrating 150 Years
Serving Christ in Downtown Chattanooga
1871 - 2021

Heath Snodgrass—The Baylor School.
Will attend University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

June Birthdays
6 David Franklin
8 Stephanie Marshall
12 Kevin Voy
13 Anne Weaver

17 Amelia Willyerd
24 Barbara Bye
27 Carolann Haggard
28 John Marshall

Second Outdoors!
Second Outdoors meets for fellowship gatherings and outings during the year.
Call John Doyal at 423.315.0965 for more information.
Upcoming Events!
Saturday, June 19, 2021
Tellico Plains, TN
Tellico Fish Hatchery
We will order lunch from the Tellico Bakery and then have a picnic in the fields beside the fish hatchery.
Saturday, August 21, 2021
Sewanee, TN
Sewanee, The University of the South
We will visit the chapel on campus and then Woody's Bike Shop and Mountain Outfitters.
Lunch will be at the Blue Chair Cafe.
Saturday, November 13, 2021
Blue Ridge, GA
Blue Ridge Scenic Railway

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to the family and friends of members
Barry Bryant and Glenn Griner.
*Maxine Troxler
*Daughter Katie
(Unspoken Prayer Request)
*Rachel Simmons
*Missionaries on Mission Board

*Meredyth Morrison
*Melissa Eudailey
*Sandy Smith
*Connie Foster
(Sandy Smith Sister)

Friends,

The Spirit of Pentecost has been given, do you feel it?! The new life that is ours in Jesus Christ has
come to fruition with the gift from on high. We shall be a community who is generous, faithful, and
bold in proclaiming that new life is for ALL. We shall be open to guiding and being led; open to
addressing the barriers that keep us apart from others and blind us to ourselves; open to the quiet
witnesses whose testimony has impacted our lives. The Spirit has been poured out on all flesh and
we await its leading in making a new way.
To help us discern the Spirit’s direction for us, we will be coming together starting this month to
begin a process of “Achieving Focus.” The purpose of our gatherings is to allow the Spirit to guide
each of us in naming what it is that we truly love to do; and what it is that we would truly love for
the church to do. Les Ourth, who has extensive experience in guiding corporations through this kind
of process, will be assisting us to figure where we go for the next 150 years. He and I will share
some questions for you to consider and answer; gather your responses; invite you to share with one
another; and see where the Spirit takes us in identifying the focus that will guide our mission and
ministry…together.
I want us to do this not because anything is wrong but because so much is right! There are gifts to
be utilized, energies to be tapped and now is the time to channel what we are receiving. Please plan
to participate as much as possible. We want everyone to be included in this process. I believe it will
help us get to know one another better; share dreams and visions; and deepen our reliance on the
Spirit of God. I ask you to join me in praying about this endeavor. We want to discern God’s mission
for us and that will require open hearts and skillful listening.
Thank you for your trust and your love for Second Presbyterian: past, present and future.
I most certainly feel that. And I look forward to another long time of worship, witness and thinking
outside the box so that Second and Spirit are synonymous!
In grace, with love, Cathy

Office Manager: Susan Vance

Worship for June

Timeline for “Achieving Focus”

June 6
Second Sunday after Pentecost
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Mark 3: 20-35
Brief overview of “Achieving Focus”
June 13
Third Sunday after Pentecost
Mark 4: 26-34
Worship ends early; Survey to Identify
“True Interests” (what I love to do)

Sunday, June 6
Overview of process following worship

Porch Suppers
Sponsored by the Fellowship Committee
1. Emily Cammon, Pastor Cathy Meyer, Jared and Ashley Pickens
2. The Hunter Family with Rick and Cathy.
3. The Murr Family with Emily Cammon

Sunday, June 13
Survey to Identify True Interests
(what I love to do)
Sunday, July 11
Small groups with high similarities share
Focus identified

June 20
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Mark 4: 35-41
th
150 Remembrance: Christian Education

Wednesday, August 4
Sunday, August 8
Wednesday, August 11
Discussion groups
(What do we want church most to do)

June 27
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Mark 5: 21-43

Sunday, September 5
Reveal Survey/discussion results

4. L to R Cathy, Emily, Kendall, Jonathan Hunter with Henry & Milo.
Rebecca and Jason Murr with Emily and Rick Rushworth

Tai Chi
In-person Tai Chi will return to the church on Wednesday, June 16 at 9:30. For more information
contact John Johnson 423-413-9900 or johnjohnson@appliedtaiji.com.
Knit Wits
The Knit Wits will meet on Thursdays at 10:00am in the Elmore Room.
Fellowship Committee
We have another one set up for the men of the church scheduled for
Sunday, June 27, 2021, at 5:00 p.m.
Susan will send an email to the guys with a Zoom invitation, but here are the specifics:
Meeting ID #: 496 039 1261 Passcode: 883216

Pentecost
Sunday, May 23, 2021
“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” Acts 2: 2-4

We had a wonderful and special celebration for Pentecost. The sanctuary was decorated in RED and so
were our members and guests.

Friday Nights Out
The Fellowship Committee is restarting the popular “Friday Nights Out” activity that met monthly a
few years ago. This is how it works. A host will announce what restaurant the group will attend for
that month; then folks are expected to contact them by a certain date so that they can make a
group reservation for the Second Pres. group for the Friday night listed. Typically folks will meet for
dinner at 5:30 p.m. Everyone is responsible for the cost of their own dinner. Every effort is made to
seat everyone together, but sometimes that is not possible. In the past it was a good time of
fellowship and dining. Sara and Bill Simmons have agreed to get us started by being the
coordinators for the first event this July. Keep watching/listening for more details.

Children’s Activity

Session News
The Session met in the Fellowship Hall on May 16, 2021. Moderator Cathy Meyer opened with prayer.
Guest Norma Witherspoon was invited to be first on our agenda with a report from the Organ Committee.
The committee requested that remaining monies from the Organ Fund ($94,744) plus previously
designated monies from the Dudley Porter Fund ($93,250) be used to complete Phase II of the original
organ upgrade plan, contracted in August, 2016. Session approved. Cathy and Les Ourth took the Session
members through a “sample” piece of Achieving Focus. The pastor’s report and minutes of the April
meeting from Clerk, Emily Cammon, were approved. Treasurer Sandy Franklin gave reports on financial
status and the 150th committee’s actions to date. Rick Rushworth, Fellowship, shared that small groups
are beginning to gather in homes. He also reported that three church members received support from the
Educational Grant Fund. Sandy and Rick, Finance, also reported on changes to the wording of our special
funds accounts, giving them accountability and uniformity. Charly Brown, Worship, has been working on
parking for Sunday mornings, sending notes to members and visitors, and advertising. Paul Hesselink,
Christian Education, is working on hiring an additional nursery worker. Beverly Steyn, Personnel, is
working with the office on wifi and phone systems. Building and Grounds, David Franklin, reported on
current work being done to the church. This includes cleaning and painting. We are still waiting for news
about our roof. The Session discussed current COVID guidelines and voted to do away with masks for
vaccinated individuals starting June 6. Singing with masks on will also be permitted for those who have
been vaccinated. Mike Morrison closed our meeting with prayer.
Installation for Rev. Cathy Meyer
Sunday, July 18, 2021
The formal Installation for Rev. Cathy Meyer as the official Pastor of Second Presbyterian Church will take
place during the worship service on Sunday, July 18, 2021. Please join us as we officially welcome her as
our shepherd for Second Presbyterian Church.

Treasurer’s Report
Pledges
Other Contributions
Other Income
Totals

April Treasurer’s Report
April
Jan-April
10,940.
43,105.
2203.
9598.
3798.
92,753.
16,941.
145,456.

Budget
144, 360.
25,000.
345, 620.
514,980.

Christian Education
Sunday School classes have begun! David Franklin is leading “Life of the Church” as they walk through the
letters of Paul. Patrick Woolsey has just begun a study of the Holy Spirit with the former Spencer class
(they are currently meeting in the library). Many thanks to these two teachers for offering our adults some
excellent studies. Emily Cammon has nursery ages; and Diane Justice leads a class for grades 1-5. Thank
you to all our teachers for their time and talent bringing our faith to life!

Presbyterian Women
On May 3, 2021, Presbyterian Women met in person for the first time in over a year!
Pictured Left to Right:
Ann O’Connell, Betty Whitaker, Debbi Barnes, Barbara Bye, Rev. Cathy Meyer, Guelda Troxler,
Suzanne Rushworth, Gigi Peaslee, Nancy Johnson, Martha Huskins, Norma Witherspoon, and
Marcia Kling.

Keeping In Touch
If you would like to keep in touch with Cathy Lamb and Ellen Hicks, here are their current addresses:
Cathy Lamb
660 Valley Crest Dr. Apt. L-215
Birmingham, AL 35215

Ellen Hicks
7401 Courtland Dr. NE
Rockford, MI 49341

Greetings Everyone,
We had a wonderful first time in- person Circle
meeting in May. Our June meeting is June 7 at 10:30
in the Elmore Room. Come a little early and enjoy
the 150th displays located in the Elmore Room. Take
a walk down memory lane.
Our Bible Study is Lesson 9 “The End of Lament”.
This is the final lesson in this wonderful year long
study on lamenting. I am grateful for P. Lynn Miller
who wrote this study and painted all the
illustrations. Its message was just what we needed
this past year while living through this worldwide
pandemic.
It has been a challenging year but here we are
ending our study and preparing for what comes next
in 2021. Thanks to all for your support and
participation in PW this past year. God is always at
work and it will be exciting to see what unfolds for
PW in the coming months.
To God be the glory... always!
Suzanne.
Deut. 31:8

PW Birthday Offering
The Birthday Offering was born in 1923 when Hallie
Paxson Winsborough challenged each member of
the Women’s Auxiliary of the Presbyterian Church
US to give a penny for each year of their life as a
birthday gift for Miss Dowd’s School for Girls in
Japan. If a person didn’t want to reveal their age
they were encouraged to give a dollar! For almost
100 years this offering has provided life- giving
grants to mission projects throughout the world.

Dates to Remember
Please note the dates to remember especially the
Birthday Offering and the Summer Salad Gathering.

Thanks for your support of the PW Birthday
Offering.

Sunday, June 6, 2021, Birthday Offering
PW usually sponsors the lunch after church and the
proceeds from that along with individual PW
donations go to the Birthday Offering. No lunch this
year. PW will be receiving Birthday Offering
envelopes in the mail. Return to Suzanne Rushworth
or the church office by June 10. (See related article)
Monday, June 7, at 10:30am
Circle meeting in the Elmore Room. Bible StudyLesson 9
Thursday, July 8 Summer Salad Gathering
at 5:30pm at the home of Marcia Kling. Bring your
favorite salad or dessert. Let us know if you are
coming by July 5. Call Marcia-434-756-3890 or
Suzanne 423-267-5451

This year’s Birthday Offering recipients are:
Garden Gate Ranch, Inc.
Education Center Renovation
www.gardengateranch.com
Memorial Drive Ministries, Inc
Gymnasium Capital Improvements
https//mdmatl.org
Nkhoma Mission Hospital
Women’s Health Center/ OBGYN Theater
www.nkhomahospitsl.com

Middle and High School Sunday School Classes
The Middle and High School Sunday School classes will resume meeting on Sunday morning July 11. Teacher Rick
Rushworth will meet with the Middle School youth (6-8) on the 2nd floor in their classroom. Teacher Suzanne
Rushworth will meet with the high school youth (9-12)in the Jimmy Dobbs Room. Come and enjoy the “Welcome
Back” gathering that is planned for each class!
High School Lesson for June 2021
Please refer to your copy of “Jesus Calling “ Devotional.
Lesson: The Beauty of Creation
Verse- Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his Glory. Isaiah 6:3
Read-the message from Jesus to you on page 26 in the devotional. The message Jesus wants to communicate to you
is this- you want to know about God... open your eyes to the beauty of nature all around you! So many people are
rushing around and miss the colors of the sunset or the lovely wildflowers around them. God wants us to open our
eyes so he can show you the glory of his creation. Once you see the beauty of Creation it draws you into
worshipping the One who created it.
Q. During the pandemic life slowed down. Did you spend more time being in nature( outside) since you couldn’t go
very many places? If so, why not continue to make a habit of taking time to notice the world around you.
Q. The seasons reflect the movement of time and the laws of nature reflect the order that God created. Does
knowing this give you pause and a deeper understanding of the Lord who loves us?
Q. Have you stopped today to observe the trees, birds, flowers, river, sky and mountains that are all around
you? God made them. Why not thank him for the beauty of his creation.
Challenge: 1. Remember Jesus was in the beginning when the world was created. Thank him for the beauty of his
creation. 2. Work to protect creation by practicing good habits that help keep the air, water and land clean. You can
start by recycling.
Prayer: Lord, help me slow down so I can really appreciate the beauty of this world that you created. Thank you for
the things of nature that remind me of your awesomeness. The variety of birds and their songs. The clear blue sky
and the clouds that move gracefully above. The shade of trees and the smell of magnolias and so much more.
Thank you Jesus for the beauty of this earth. Amen.

Guardian Angels Revealed
GUARDIANS
ANGELS
The Guardian Angels is a program of the
Natasha Condra
Marilyn Bean
CE Committee. Every September our youth
Natasha Condra
Heath Snodgrass
grades 6-12 are given a Guardian Angel.
Sandy Franklin
Sasha Carbone
The Guardian Angel remains a secret until
Diane Justice
Amelia Willyerd
the “big reveal” in May. Usually it is a breakfast
Marcia Kling
Graham Marshall
gathering before Sunday School. Covid has made
Bobbie Martin
Emma Maynard
that impossible the last two years. So we are
Karen Maynard
Sophia Bean
revealing them in the June newsletter.
Suzanne Rushworth
Jeffry Collins
The purpose of this program is to help
Kim Tyler
Lillie Carney
build our youths relationship with the Church and
to support them as they grow in their faith,
Both youth and adult are blessed through this
understanding and commitment to Jesus Christ. special program.
Guardian Angels pray for their young person and
give special attention to them throughout the
year.
We are grateful to the faithfulness of this
year’s Guardian Angels.

Answers will be in the July Newsletter!
Record the letter of the picture(s) of the following.

Celebrating 150 Years of Fellowship with the Fellowship Search Game!

Welcome New Members!
Martin and Carol Davis, Jr.
Martin H Davis, Jr.
Some of you, no doubt, remember my parents Martha B.
and Martin Davis, Sr. I grew up at Second. After
graduating McCallie, I earned my undergraduate degrees
in Physics & Space Science at F.I.T. (Florida Institute of
Technology - I had always wanted to be an astronaut!),
then went on to earn my M.S. at the UT Space Institute in
Tullahoma and finally my Ph.D. in Computer Science at
Georgia Tech. I met Carol when she had moved to
Chattanooga to design boys' clothes for Buster Brown.
Rev. Van Edington and Rev. Frank Jump married us at
Second on Dec. 17, 1983. I currently work for Georgia
Tech as the Director of Admissions for Master of Science
in Computer Science. I like to read, hike (nonstrenuously!), and bicycle. I like to grill and smoke
various foods, specifically smoked sockeye salmon.
Carol M. Davis
I grew up in a Presbyterian church in Monroe, Ohio, which is about halfway between Cincinnati and
Dayton. After finishing high school, I attended Ohio State for a couple years, but then I decided to
pursue my dream of becoming a fashion designer. I moved to New York City to attend F.I.T. (Fashion
Institute of Technology in Manhattan). Soon after finishing my education in Fashion Design,
specializing in Kids' Clothes, I was offered the position at Buster Brown in Chattanooga, and met
Martin at 2nd Presbyterian. I also have a BS in Business specializing in Management Information
Systems from Wright State University. I love to garden -- I have a 2000 sq ft plot at Greenway Farms
(near Bethel Bible), and I am currently enrolled in the Master Gardener's class. I love to cook and
try different recipes. And, I like hiking and biking too and we both like to travel! We both look
forward to being a part of Second’s life again.

Become a Member!
If you are interested in joining Second
Presbyterian Church, please contact
Cathy at the church office, 423-266-2828;
or Charly Brown, Worship Chair and
Outreach Chair, 615-601-4056.
We’d love to talk with you!

HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL…SUNDAY SCHOOL (CONT.)
Celebrating 150 Years
Serving Christ in Downtown Chattanooga
1871 - 2021
Hope Springs Eternal…
Sunday School
As the time approached for researching and writing an article pertaining to the history of Sunday
School at Second Presbyterian Church, I found it difficult to erase one specific recollection of the
1960’s. It brought a smile to my face. I recalled seeing my beautiful, two and a half year old son
dressed in his “Sunday best”, a sailor suit, climbing the stairs to the second floor Cradle Roll room.
Clutched in his hand was his shiny, black patent leather purse with gold chain (like his sisters carried)
jingling with pennies or perhaps a nickel or two. It was with anticipation he hurried to sit in a semicircle in a child-size chair as he awaited Mrs. Porter’s playing of “Hear the pennies dropping, listen
as they fall…”At this point he could unsnap his purse and somewhat reluctantly share with Jesus!
Meanwhile, there was always one child, if not more, suffering with “separation anxiety” that
occupied the lap of a beloved Sunday School teacher/helper for the full hour. This was where the
children first sang about “Jesus loves me”, but they, not quite understanding, just wanted Mama.

In this decade of which I speak every Sunday School room had a piano with singing each
Sunday an essential part of the program. Granted, many of the instruments were old…as were
some of the pianists! Reading of numerous minutes shows that music has always been an honored
part of the Sunday School curriculum from the beginning.
(At this point it is appropriate to note the devoted and able leadership of Mrs. Martha Davis
as superintendent of the Nursery Department of Second Church. Her loving work continued over
several decades.)
From the founding of the church in 1871 Sunday School was a serious and purposeful
business. I can attest to this because of the plethora of ledger books with minutes of Sunday School
teachers’ monthly meetings, Session minutes from 1871, Deacon Board minutes from 1876, and an
endless source of newspaper clippings. The seriousness of the endeavor to educate Sunday School
attendees is the continuing reference to “scholars” by those in charge of the education. By June of
1872 Major Willard Abbott had been appointed superintendent of the Sunday School which
registered 30 “scholars,” more than the church’s membership. By the spring of 1875, after Rev. J. C.
Irwin’s arrival as the second minister, attendance at Sunday School rose to 35.
After Dr. Trimble assumed the helm not only did the congregation grow but the Sunday
School as well. In 1886 Dr. Trimble began the Christian Endeavor Society for Junior, Intermediate,
Seniors, and Young people which as time passed became the Wednesday and Sunday night youth
programs. By 1888 the congregation was numbered at 232. The average attendance at Sunday
School in 1894 was 142; 1895, 287; and in 1900, dropped to 155. By 1903 24 teachers staffed the
Sunday School program and there were six programs with the homebound and nursery counted
separately. (Mrs. Rubia Newell oversaw 42 children in the Cradle Roll.)

The following is an article on Second Church’s place in the Chattanooga community in 1894:
“Although the Second Presbyterian Church, as it is now known, is comparatively very young, it is
one of the wealthiest, strongest, and most influential in Chattanooga. It embraces in its
membership many of the most substantial citizens and for many years has taken the front rank
among the churches of the city. The membership of the congregation now numbers 305!”
During the 1890’s C. D. Mitchell and E. W. Mattson each served as superintendents. The duration
and time of their service was not found.
J. H. McLean assumed the superintendency in 1891at the newly completed church. The
length of his tenure is also undetermined, but C. V. Brown was listed in this position when the
challenge between the Presbyterian Sunday Schools in Chattanooga in May 1914 resulted in Second
having the largest Sunday School of ten Presbyterian churches in the contest. Mr. Brown served for
23 years during which time the School experienced phenomenal growth. During one “contest” the
School registered 1000 students. In 1934 at Mr. Brown’s death, W.R. Stark became superintendent.
What we define as the main sanctuary building was at first, the place where everyone
gathered for an opening exercise, then dispersed to various nooks and crannies according to age.
Due to the growth in membership and the increase in children attending, disruptions spurred the
purchase of the Annex, a house on the site of our present Founder’s building. It was bought for
$8000, and divided into 8 classrooms for children in the Primary Department. In 1924 when the
debt for the church building had been repaid, the Founder’s Building, the dream of Dr. Elmore, was
dedicated.
The Marytha Class founded in 1910 by Miss Hattie Stratton is recognized as the first “named”
Sunday School class. This was followed shortly by Mr. C. A. Tevebaugh’s organizing a Men’s Club in
1912. The NYO class established by Mrs. Dora Maclellan Brown (Miss Dora) followed as did Miss
Annette Trimble’s Last Man’s Class.
The Spencer Class founded, in the mid 40’s, under Dr. Don Spencer by Miss Marie Brogdon
and taught by Mr. & Mrs. John Witherspoon served as a class for returning veterans of World War II
and their brides. This led to an influx of young adults ready to assume leadership in the church and
boosted the number of children in the Sunday School program. In the 50’s, as another generation
of couples arrived, Dr. Stewart asked Ralph and Marjorie Berning to teach what was named the
Stewart Class. Dr. Stewart later taught an Explorer’s Class of young adults. During this period Gilbert
Lindsay served as Sunday School superintendent and Frank Baskette as his assistant.
Today with a church membership of less than 200 we have the Life of the Church Class and a
resurrected Spencer Class for adults, also a bible study, “Outpuring: Life in the Spirit,” and a Nursery
class, a One Room School for grades 1-5, a Junior High Class, and a Senior High Class for children and
youth.
This article is an abbreviated way of looking at the amazing people and programs of the
Sunday School of Second Presbyterian Church. This is our history. Should we or can we incorporate
this past format into our next 50,100, or 150 years? As you ponder this question, do not forget that
oft times of uncertainty (from the deepest recesses of your mind) comes a phrase, verse, or song
that you learned in Sunday School.
*Alexander Pope “An Essay on Man”

