150th Anniversary of Second Presbyterian Church
Hope Springs Eternal…*
Every third Sunday during the period honoring the 150th birthday of Second Presbyterian Church
the various committees of the church, headed by a member of Session, have and will continue to make
presentations of our past and present. They have shed light on the many parts of our “working”
church. The committee designated for presentation in May is the Fellowship Committee. Unlike several
of the previous 3rd Sundays, the research and story of Fellowship is more elusive. Should this story be
of church picnics, Sunday lunches, working with neighboring churches, combined worship services,
etc.? I was stumped, but an inner voice kept saying…“THE PEOPLE.”
In researching reams of material available in the Archives I have observed (with awe) the
immense treasure of persons who have made up the congregation of Second Presbyterian Church.
They have “witnessed” well for 150 years. Future articles will attempt to share details of many of their
journeys.
Do the names Xenaphon Wheeler, Dr. Robert Barr, Francis Tyler immediately trigger
recognition? Do the sisters: McPhail, the Haynes girls, the Trimble teachers, or the Van Deusen siblings
conjure up memories? What of the couples: the Starks, Trains, Woods, Newells. Coolidges, Klings,
Coopers, Bernings? What were their contributions? … And, oh, yes, the name of Mrs. L.A Hilliard must
be added to any list!
Today some of the descendants of these “followers” sit among the pews, proud of their heritage
and motivated to continue the journey. The stories to be continued…
*Alexander Pope “An Essay on Man”
ZOOM Tai Chi
If you would like more information about Wednesday morning Tai Chi, please contact John Johnson at
johnjohnson@appliedtaiji.com for more information.
Church Office Closed
The church office will be CLOSED on Monday, May 31, 2021 for the observance of Memorial Day.

May Birthdays
1 Sam Thornton
1 Clifford Duke
3 Jo Beth Kavanaugh
4 Al Whitbeck
4 Patsy Brown
5 Mary K. Roberts
6 Melissa Hamp

9 Casey Voy
9 Juliette Weaver
9 Bonnie Bryant
10 Robert Dean
12 Anne Marie Ford
12 David Ford
17 Brenda Carter

*Maxine Troxler
*Steve & Guelda Troxler & Family
*Daughter Katie
(Unspoken Prayer Request)
*Bob Janney
*Rachel Simmons

18 Linda Langston
28 Betty Whitaker
21 Katie Franklin Lundgren 29 Julie Asciolla
23 Haley Rymer
30 Larry Cooley
24 Ron Oslin
24 Dominic Peirano
24 Sarah M. Cook
26 Allyson Ford

*Lyle Cammon
*Dorothy Ullrich (Susan MIL)
*Hank Sanders
*Missionaries on Mission Board
*Meredith Morrison
*Glenn Griner

Celebrating 150 Years
Serving Christ in Downtown Chattanooga
1871 - 2021
Are you enjoying the presentations which have highlighted the work of Second Pres over the last
150 years?! We’ve already been introduced to our founders, the building, mission work and we will
recall several other significant areas of church life in the months to come: Fellowship, Christian
Education, Personnel, all of it culminating in our Homecoming Weekend, September 3-5.
Our church building will get something of a facelift over the year as we clean, restore and perhaps,
repurpose some of our space. You’ve seen new signs, banners, displays, ads that are drawing
attention to this place, to us. Thank you for bringing friends and family members to fill our pews in
this exciting time of coming back together to praise God for who we are and where we’ve been.
We are so fortunate to have this history, this legacy to reflect on and learn from. We’ve inherited
strength and commitment from the saints who have gone before us to lay our foundation. So many
people, so many days of faithful living have dwelt inside and out of these walls. The Spirit of
Pentecost lives on!
As we complete the halfway mark of our nine-month celebration, I’m asking that we begin turning
our attention to “what’s next?” While we continue to hear about our past, we are also going to
begin considering our future. To that end, Elder Les Ourth and I will be guiding us through a process
we’re calling, “Achieving Focus.” The purpose is to help us identify our own true interests; and
mesh those with the interests of fellow members, resulting in a focus that we can all name, enjoy
and engage with. I’d like to see us be a church where everyone feels we are doing what God has
given us to do; and that each of us is a contributing part of that. This isn’t about my vision. It’s
about OUR vision, who do we want to be for the next 150 years? What legacy do we want to leave?
What great things do we want to accomplish for Jesus Christ? For Chattanooga? For this
community?
We need you to prayerfully consider your answer to those questions. We’ll be getting together in
small groups to talk and share and listen to one another. Les and I will be listening to you and
compiling your responses. It will take some time. Important things do. Please plan to join in this
challenging and exciting opportunity to continue reflecting and learning. We want to be here as
Second Presbyterian Church for a long time to come!
In grace, with love, Cathy

Office Manager: Susan Vance

Timeline for “Achieving Focus”
Sunday, June 6
Overview of process following worship
Sunday, June 13
Survey to Identify True Interests (what I love to do)
Sunday, July 11
Small groups with high similarities share/Focus identified
Wednesday, August 4
Sunday, August 8
Wednesday, August 11
Discussion groups (What do we want church most to do)
Sunday, September 5
Reveal Survey/discussion results

Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021
Second Presbyterian was finally able to have an in-person Easter Sunday service! We had an Easter
attendance of 115! It was a beautiful time to celebrate our Risen Savior!

Worship for May
“Living the New Life”

May 2
Sacrament of Holy Communion
“Living the New Life”
Acts 8: 26-40
May 9
“Living the New Life”
Acts 10: 44-48
Mother’s Day

May 16
“Living the New Life”
Acts 1: 15-17
150th Presentation: Fellowship
May 23
Pentecost Acts 2: 1-21
(Wear red!)

May 30
Trinity Sunday

150 years of Missions at Second Pres!
“And suddenly from heaven there came a
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were
sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave
them ability.” Acts 2: 2-4
We will observe this special day in our
church year by wearing RED and
celebrating the gifts of the Spirit. Come
hear the voices of the Spirit and experience
for yourself the power from on high!

Thank you to Sandy Franklin and the Missions Committee for the examples of Mission areas
represented in the last 150 years. The tables are still set up in the Elmore Room so stop by and take
a look.

“Because of Covid.”
How many times have we uttered that phrase
these last 13+ months?“
Because of Covid....
“I can’t be with my family or hug
my grandkids”
“There are no in-person birthday
or anniversary celebrations”
“ The trip I planned has been cancelled”
“ I can’t worship at my church”
“The kids are learning by zoom”
“I am having to attend funerals virtually or not
at all”
“ I am ordering groceries on line”
“I can’t visit my friend who is in the hospital,
shut in”
As more people are vaccinated and life begins to
look more familiar to us it is important to not
forget the faithfulness of God during this
pandemic.
“Because of Covid” I was reminded of several
important things that God wants us to
remember -yes in the difficult times but really all
the time!
We are never, ever alone.
Nothing takes Him by surprise.
When we are weak, He’s strong.
His love never gives up on us.
He’s the God of new beginnings.
We can trust Him to carry us through no matter
what! Amen!
Circle Meeting
Are you ready for an in-person Circle
meeting? Well get ready...Monday, May 3rd we
will gather in the Elmore Room at 10:30! We will
still socially distance. Many of us have been
vaccinated but wearing masks is still
recommended.

Our Bible Study is Lesson 8 “God Laments.”
No lunch together afterwards. We will have
some fellowship time in the Elmore Room.
“Because of Covid” we have been reminded just
how blessed we are to be a part of PW and how
God really does work in mysterious ways to fulfill
His purpose in our lives! See you in-person
soon!

THANK YOU from PW
To the Congregation and friends of Second
Presbyterian,
The PW thanks each of you for your generous
contributions to the work of Presbyterian
Women. On PW Sunday your gifts totaled
$1259.00.
Our promise is to faithfully use these gifts to
further the work of Jesus Christ through the PW
locally, nationally and worldwide.
We are grateful for your support of Presbyterian
Women. God is pleased when we share what we
have to help others.

Session News
The Session met in the Fellowship Hall (!) on Sunday, April 18. The pastor opened with prayer and a
reminder to the elders that they were responsible for the spiritual leadership, as well as business, for the
church. Deacon Moderator Cathy Lamb reported on their meeting, April 11. Treasurer Sandy Franklin
reviewed the budget and shared activities of the 150th anniversary committee. Written reports were
received from all elders and the pastor. Rick Rushworth, Fellowship, shared plans for upcoming
opportunities to gather. Paul Hesselink, Christian Education, talked with the Session about Sunday School
and Nursery reopening. Worship, Marketing and Outreach, Charly Brown and Gigi Peaslee, recapped
advertising plans, a schedule for ushers and greeters, and parking needs. David Franklin, Building and
Grounds, made a motion to hire Tennessee Valley Restoration to clean our buildings. It passed. TVR will
return after roof repairs to seal the cleaning. The public adjuster and an insurance representative will be
here soon to examine storm damage to the roof. Beverly Rhoden, Personnel, reported on a meeting with
Office Manager, Susan Vance. Les Ourth, chair of Missions, postponed requesting additional monies along
with a sample exercise for “Achieving Focus” due to the meeting running long. That will be addressed first
at next month’s meeting, May 16.
Deacon News
The Deacons met in the Elmore Room on April 11. Barbara Bye opened with prayer and read the minutes
from our previous meeting. Treasurer’s Report from Patsy Brown was reviewed. The Deacons were asked
to report on “their people.” The pastor encouraged all to keep in touch and be aware, especially of health
needs, joys and concerns. We discussed what to do when the pastor is out. We also discussed
transportation needs of various members and possible solutions. Flowers will be sent to particular
members. Moderator Cathy Lamb closed with prayer.

Treasurer’s Report
Pledges
Other Contributions
Other Income

Treasurer’s Report
March
Jan-March
18, 138.
332,165.
2, 581.
7, 395.
76, 498.
88, 955.

Budget
144, 360.
25,000.
345, 620.

The Church Is Getting a Bath!
If you notice that the church and educational buildings look brand new it’s because they almost are! About
thirty-five years of dirt, pollution and mostly, carbon coming through the sandstone, are being removed in
celebration of our 150 years! Tennessee Valley Restoration, experts in the preservation of historic
buildings, are here at the church using a very fine power-washing and gentle chemical technique to
preserve the structure and bring out its beauty once again. Thank you, David Franklin and the Building and
Grounds committee, for lining up this work and making us shine…again!

PW Sunday, April 25, 2021
Diane Justice
Natasha Condra
Rev. Cathy Meyer
Marcia Kling
Suzanne Rushworth

Children’s Activity

Memorial Day
is more than
just a great
excuse for a
cookout and a
day off from
work. The
holiday was
created to honor the many American men and
women who died in military service. This focus on
those who made the ultimate sacrifice sets it
apart from Veterans’ Day, which honors all
military veterans, living and dead.

action.
• The idea for a specific holiday came in 1868
from Illinois Senator John Alexander Logan. Logan
issued a proclamation for a national “Decoration
Day” to be observed on May 30 of that year by
decorating the tombs of Union soldiers.
• The name “Memorial Day,” started cropping
up from time to time. The new name became
more common after World War II, and in 1967
was declared the official name by Federal law.
• Memorial Day was celebrated on May 30 until
1968, when Congress passed the Uniform
Holidays Bill, moving 4 holidays — Columbus Day,
Presidents’ Day, Veterans Day and Memorial
MEMORIAL DAY HISTORY AND FACTS
Day—to designated Mondays in order to create
Here are some facts and history on the holiday:
the ever-popular three-day weekends.
• The day was originally set aside to remember
Article from the Farmer’s Almanac 2021.
Union soldiers who died during the Civil War, but
following World War I, its scope expanded to
include those who died in any war or military

High School Sunday School Class Lesson for May 2021
High School and Middle School Sunday School Classes will resume meeting on Sunday, July 4, 2021. We
look forward to seeing everyone in-person! Suzanne and Rick Rushworth
Please refer to your copy of “Jesus is Calling” Devotional.
Lesson: I AM FOREVER
Verse- “What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?” Romans 8:3.
Read the passage from Jesus on page 114 in the devotional.
Jesus wants you to keep your thoughts on Him. When you worry you are thinking about the things of this
world and it robs you of the gift that is this day. This day is a precious gift. God is with you and for you all
day long. When worries keep you from living this day to the fullest Jesus says just whisper my name to
remind you that I am with you.
Q. Do you have worries? Everyone does. Challenge-Take a minute to say them out loud to God. Then
ask Him to take the burdens of these worries off your mind and help you to see the precious gift
of today’s blessings.
Q. Have you counted your blessings lately? Challenge-Take a minute and say them out loud. Then
thank God for each one.
Q. Think of all the things that have changed in your life this past year.
Challenge-Then remember that Jesus never changes. He is forever! Let that reality wash over you... He is
forever.
Prayer:
Dear Jesus, life can be so crazy sometimes and I do have things that worry me. Help me to focus on You
and the many blessings in my life. On this day with your strength, let me put away worry and celebrate all
that this day has to offer. If I look closely I know I will find You in this day and every day. Amen.
Christian Education News
Good news! Sunday School classes will gradually begin meeting again in the coming weeks and months.
May 2
Life of the Church Class.
Members are asked to follow the CDC's current COVID guidelines.
May 16
Nursery class
One Room Sunday School for grades 1-5
July 11
Junior-Senior High class
To be determined - Spencer Class
Thanks to Steve Justice as he retires for his years of faithful Bible teaching in the Spencer Class.
Time for Young Disciples during worship: The library now has good resources for preparing talks for
children, including material keyed to the Lectionary readings. See Paul Hesselink if you're interested.

ATTENTION Guardian Angels
We will not have a “Reveal Breakfast” this May SO please reveal your identity to your young person
sometime this month. The June newsletter will recognize all Guardian Angels and their youth.
Thanks, Christian Education

