Worship for November
Sunday, November 1
All Saints Observance
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Sunday, November 22
Matthew 25:31-46
Christ the King Sunday

Sunday, November 8
Matthew 25:1-13

Sunday, November 29
First Sunday of Advent
Rejoicing in Hope

It’s November! We’re approaching the end of this year. I think most of us will be glad to see it go!
It’s been a different year in so many ways. This month brings with it some opportunities for worship
that seem to be in stark contrast:
All Saints Day, when we pause to honor loved ones and other significant losses; and Thanksgiving,
when we honor those in our lives currently and all that we’ve received. The month ends with the
start of Advent, when we look again for the birth of Christ, past and present. These special days
move us from death to life.

Sunday, November 15
Matthew 25:14-30
Stewardship Celebration Sunday
Drive-By Offering of Pledges

November Birthdays
2 Bobbie Martin
4 Meg Asciolla
4 Skylar Ellis
5 Sophia Peirano
5 Gary Snodgrass
7 Debbie Walker
8 Joyce Harrison
8 Rick Rushworth

10 Dexter Biggers
10 Lillie Carney
11 Rachel Simmons
16 Jason Benton
18 Emma Maynard
21 Bill Simmons
22 Janet Ulm
27 Lester Ourth

Grandson Zach and daughters in medical field.
Rachel Simmons
Peyton Eddington (Granddaughter of Susan Vance)
Donlee Roberson and Family
Joyce Harrison (Debbie Barnes’ Aunt)
Lyle & Emily Cammon’s Uncle Richard
Daughter Katie (Unspoken Prayer Request)
Maxine Troxler
Joyce Sanders (Brenda Carter’s Daughter’s MIL)
The Harris Family (Family of Susan Vance)

Friends,

29 David Kling

Karin Huntley
Kim Braddock (Friend of Kevin & Natasha Condra)
All those affected by the tragic bus accident in
Meigs County
Janet K. Dailey
Pacific Northwest Wildfires
People affected by the storms
Members of PNC
Just and clear election results.
Our country and the world

When Dana Martin and John Doyal stopped by the office this week, we talked about how we
would remember 2020. I mentioned the irony of 20-20, which suggested that our eyesight was clear
and healthy; but that this year had felt tainted and cloudy. But Dana offered a different view. She
said this year had caused us all to slow down, reflect more deeply and see that many circumstances
needed to change. And perhaps the slowing down allowed us to find the time and energy to initiate
some of that change.
I liked that perspective! We agreed that perhaps 2020 had brought both cloudiness and
clarity. Despite how we view this year, we will soon enter a season of giving thanks and celebrating
new life. It may feel incongruent with our spirit most days. I invite us to think about Thanksgiving –
and Advent – as subversive activities. This year has been cloudy, even dark with so many troubling
events. The limitations COVID has placed on our lives have been suffocating. Giving thanks and
anticipating life are disruptive, unexpected responses to fear, anxiety, and weariness. They are
statements of faith, attitudes of trust. Above all, we believe God is still with us, working out God’s
purpose, redeeming this time. It’s a perspective that’s hard to hold on to right now. The pandemic
spread looms larger again; election results are sure to bring upset either way; the comfort which
holiday gatherings usually bring will be lessened.
But we can still give thanks, still expect new life to emerge even as we embrace what has died.
Because God sees clearly. And God’s vision is always perfect.
In grace, with love,
Cathy

Office Manager: Susan Vance

Session News
The Session met in the Fellowship Hall of the church for retreat on Sunday, October 25, 8am-12pm.
The meeting was opened with prayer and the reading with reflection of Psalm 145. The extended
time was used to review the role and authority of ruling elders; role play some scenarios; look at
some difficult history (facilitated by Ken Waddell); sign off on our sexual misconduct policy and
background checks; and conduct business. The business pertained to receiving the Treasurer’s
report, updating the interim pastor’s housing allowance, previewing the stewardship newsletter,
approving the worship report and minutes.
The remaining funds from the Sugita estate, managed and submitted by Rick Rushworth, were
gratefully accepted. A prayer of thanksgiving was offered. The Session also voted to pay the BID
assessment on the church parking lot. The assessment on the church building was waived for 2019.
An article about the long-term impact of COVID on churches; and video highlighting the
demographics of our church neighborhood were emailed to Session members as our time together
went quickly! It was a full morning of great engagement and good work. Many thanks to: Beverly
Steyn, Les Ourth, Betty Whitaker, Rick Rushworth, Mike Morrison, Paul Hesselink, Emily Cammon,
Scott Miller, and Sandy Franklin for their time and commitment.

Stewardship Update
We’re down to the final weeks of Stewardship Season:
1.
2.
3.

Look over the Stewardship Newsletter for information on how your pledge fulfills Second
Presbyterian’s mission.
Fill out and send in your Pledge card this month.
Tune into the recording of the Stewardship Sunday Service on November 15 and please come
to the church for our “Drive-By Offering,” from 9:00-10:00am!

Reopening
The Session continues to discuss the possibility of reopening the church for worship together. We
had hoped to open for the season of Advent, starting the last Sunday in November. With the rise in
numbers and hospitalizations in this area, that is still not seeming like a good idea. We are trying to
think creatively about alternatives, especially as we approach Christmas. Please keep all of our
church family in prayer, as well as our community, as we continue to deal with the impact of this
pandemic.

Second Presbyterian Church Treasurer’s Report
Thank you for your faithful giving to the mission and ministry of Second Pres!
January-September 20:
$95,294.00
Budgeted:
$145,140.00

GIVE to the GIVING TREE
The Giving Tree will be up and ready to accept items for adults and children (hats, gloves, scarves,
socks) on November 29th. Everyone is encouraged to help decorate the Giving Tree again this year.
The Giving Tree will stay up until December 27th.
The reality is that we may not be able to actually hang our items on the Giving Tree this year.
Please know that if you have items for the Giving Tree just call the church office or Suzanne
(267-5451,) and someone will stop by and pick them up.
All items will be donated to the Northside Neighborhood House for them to distribute to their
clients during the winter months.
Thanks for giving, The Presbyterian Women at 2nd

Donate 2021 Calendars
This is the last call for 2021 Calendars for the Hospitalized Veterans Calendar Project. Veterans Day,
November 11th, is the deadline for the collection of calendars.
Salvation Army Christmas Stockings
Thank you to everyone who filled a stocking(s), donated
items for stockings, or contributed financially to this
project. Fifty stockings were dedicated at worship on
November 1. They were delivered to The Salvation Army the first week in November. Our prayers
go with the stockings and for those who will receive them. We do not know their names, but God
knows! This is a great quote by the founder of the Salvation Army, William Booth:
“I am not waiting for a move of God. I am a move of God.”
To those who helped…thanks for being a “move of God.”
Presbyterian Women

Gratitude
As we approach the season of
Thanksgiving let me remind you that gratitude is
always in season! What is gratitude anyway?
Gratitude is a thankful appreciation for what an
individual receives, whether tangible or
intangible. To live with gratitude means to find
joy in the smallest of things. Research confirms
that gratitude helps people feel more positive,
improves their mental health, helps individuals
deal with adversity, increases happiness, and
reduces depression and stress.
Thomas Merton said “Gratitude is the
heart of the Christian life.” Gratitude shows that
we have been paying attention to the gifts we
have received, especially the gift of GRACE we
have received in Jesus Christ.
I love reading the cartoons in the
newspaper and particularly “Mutts.” Recently
Mutts gave some Stay-At-Home Advice: “Count
your blessings…make it a BIG number.”
During this difficult time, when we are
staying at home more, take a moment to think
about the many blessings in your life. You can
write them down, but I like to sometimes say
them out loud. Whatever you do… I suspect it
will be a BIG number!
Our Salvation Army Stockings Project, the
annual Thank Offering, and the Giving Tree are
reflections of PW’s response to all of our many
blessings. We are grateful, and we use that
“attitude of gratitude” to make our community/
world a better place.
“I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my
whole heart, and I will glorify your name
forever.” Psalms 9:1
Suzanne: Moderator PW , Deut. 31:8

PW Thank Offering:
Sunday, November 29, 2020
PW’s annual Thank Offering will be
celebrated Sunday, November 29. Usually there
is an insert in the bulletin telling all about the
Thank Offering and a brief announcement at the
beginning of the worship service inviting
everyone to the Thank Offering luncheon after
church. Proceeds from the luncheon and other
financial gifts go to support the twelve national
and two international Thank Offering grant
recipients for 2020.
Well this year is “different” so PW is
asking everyone, through this newsletter, to
prayerfully consider giving to the Thank Offering.
Checks should be made out to PW Second
Presbyterian Church and earmarked for Thank
Offering. Send your donation to the church
addressing it to Presbyterian Women. Listed
below are a few of the places that will receive
financial help from the 2020 Thank Offering.
Thank you for your support,
The Presbyterian Women
Second Presbyterian Church
Synod of Living Waters - Lifehouse Maternity
Home - for kitchen renovation
Synod of the Sun - Stillwater Domestic Violence
Services Shelter - for the Children
Synod of the Pacific - Northern Nevada Dream
Center - Reach the Hungry
Synod of Lakes and Prairies - All about U
Adoptions, Inc.
Ethiopia - Gidada Theological College Construction of Girls’ Dormitory

Drive-By Communion Another Great Event!
Our second drive-by communion was held on World
Communion Sunday, October 4. Once again, over sixty
members and friends drove by to receive greetings, prayer
and self-contained communion elements. Advertising on
WUTC was utilized and acknowledged by guests as having been heard. A colorful, beautiful display
of quilts to brighten the morning and symbolize colors of our world was provided by Patsy Brown
and Sandy Franklin. Thank You! (Several cars driving on Pine St. asked if they were for sale!) A
special thank you to Sandy Franklin who made the World Communion Sunday banner that we
displayed front and center over the red doors!
Our generous members again brought food items for the Chattanooga Food Bank adding up to an
even greater number of donated pounds: 258 to be exact! That was almost 70 pounds more than
we collected the first time. Second Presbyterian also collected $110.00 in cash donations. The food
donations will help provide 215 meals and the cash donations help provide 440 meals!
It was another wonderful opportunity to see one another and connect. Thank you Charly Brown
and Worship Committee for organizing and carrying this through.

Advent Books
At your convenience, please pick up the Advent hardback book:
Because of Bethlehem: Love is Born, Hope is Here, by Max Lucado.
If you are unable to pick up at the church, please call Susan at the
church office, 423-266-2828, and we can make delivery arrangements.
Thank you.
Your Deacon in Christ, Patsy Brown
ZOOM Tai Chi
If you would like to participate in the Wednesday morning Tai Chi via ZOOM, please contact John
Johnson at johnjohnson@appliedtaiji.com for more information.

November Church Office Schedule!
The church office will be closed on the following days in November:
Thursday, November 26, 2020
Thanksgiving Day

If you would like to learn more about Thank
Offering and the 2020 recipients, visit
www.presbyterianwomen.org

Friday, November 27, 2020
Day after Thanksgiving

Children’s Page

Graduation Recital
Our own Zach Tyler graduated this summer from
MTSU. Because of the pandemic, he had to
postpone his Senior Recital. Recently Zach was
finally able to perform his Senior recital.
Watch “10/13/20 Zach Tyler-sr. saxophone rec.” on
YouTube https://youtu.be/mEhKNtyWeql
Congratulations, Zach. Job well done!

High School Sunday School Class
As we move towards Thanksgiving I thought I would introduce you to some individuals that we, as
Christians, should be grateful for and know more about. I’ve decided to do it by quotes. If one of
the quotes really gets your attention, I challenge you to go and find out more about this individual.
Take care and be safe, Suzanne
1. “The progress of the world will call for the best that all of us have to give.”
Mary McLeod Bethune
2. “We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by God.”
Dietrich Bonheoffer

3. “You are not here in the world for yourself. You have been sent here for others.
The world is waiting for you!”
Catherine Booth
4. “I hope to bring people to God with my songs.”
Mahalia Jackson
5. “It is not the strength of your faith but the object of your faith that actually saves you.”
Timothy Keller
6. “We have to be braver than we think we can be, because God is constantly calling us
to be more than we are.
Madeleine L’Engle
7. “The great thing to remember is that though our feelings come and go God’s
love for us does not.”
C.S.Lewis
8. “Be hopeful. Be optimistic. Never lose that sense of hope.”
John Lewis
9. “Circumstances may appear to wreck our lives and God’s plans, but God is not
helpless among the ruins.”
Eric Liddell
10. “There are two things to do about the gospel. Believe it and behave it.”
Susanna Wesley

